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Week Ending Friday, October 26, 2001

Proclamation 7487—National Forest
Products Week, 2001
October 19, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation has been blessed with and sus-

tained by its many natural resources. Among
these resources, one that has provided us
with both vital products and much enjoyment
is America’s forestland.

Throughout our Nation’s history, our for-
ests have provided paper products, construc-
tion materials for dwellings and furniture,
and fuel for warmth and cooking. Timbers
harvested from our lands have been funda-
mental to the growth and expansion of Amer-
ica. Although our reliance on our forests has
changed during the last century, they con-
tinue to remain an invaluable resource.

The beautiful cherry wood of Pennsyl-
vania, the mighty oaks of the Midwest, the
pines of the South, and the firs of the West
are loved by millions of Americans, who find
solace and relaxation in camping, hiking, and
enjoying recreational activities among these
trees. And for many Americans working in
the construction, manufacturing, and recre-
ation industries, our forests represent eco-
nomic security for their families and commu-
nities. They serve as important ecosystems,
sheltering and feeding wildlife, protecting
soil, and purifying water and air. Our
timberlands also serve as an important sym-
bol of our Nation’s beauty and economic
strength. Now, more than ever, we have a
responsibility to ensure that they remain
healthy and productive.

By working together to develop and pro-
mote sensible policies, we can achieve suc-
cess in protecting these natural resources and
pristine areas. My Administration will work
closely with Federal, State, and local officials,
as well as private landowners to encourage

sustainable land management techniques,
utilize the latest in scientific research, foster
local stewardship of resources, and support
innovative methods of pollution control. If
we remain vigilant, our forests will provide
products, recreation, clean air, clean water,
and wildlife habitat for generations to come.

In recognition of the economic, environ-
mental, and recreational importance of our
forests, the Congress, by Public Law 86–753
(36 U.S.C. 123), has designated the week be-
ginning on the third Sunday in October of
each year as ‘‘National Forest Products
Week’’ and has authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 21 through Oc-
tober 27, 2001, as National Forest Products
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe
that week with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord two thousand one, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 24, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 25. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
October 20, 2001

Good morning. I’m speaking to you today
from Shanghai, China, at an international
meeting of Pacific rim nations where we are
continuing to enlist the resources of the civ-
ilized world in our war against terrorism.
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1518 Oct. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

I am meeting with leaders from China and
Mexico, Russia and Canada, Australia and
Japan, and many other friends, allies, and
trading partners. We’re discussing ways to
cooperate to improve intelligence, freeze
funding, and better track down terrorist
groups. We’re also discussing ways to better
protect all our citizens from a new threat,
the threat of bioterrorism.

America has now confirmed several dif-
ferent cases of anthrax exposure in Florida,
New York, New Jersey, and Washington,
DC. I commend the many health and law
enforcement officials who have worked
quickly to identify people who may have
been exposed and provide preventative anti-
biotic treatment. Their quick work has no
doubt saved lives.

We do not yet know who sent anthrax to
the United States Capitol or several different
media organizations. We do not, at this point,
have any evidence linking the anthrax to the
terror network that carried out the attacks
of September 11. We do know that anyone
who deliberately delivers anthrax is engaged
in a crime and an act of terror, a hateful at-
tempt to harm innocent people and frighten
our citizens.

Our health care laboratories and law en-
forcement officials continue to work over-
time to test samples, to track leads, and pros-
ecute hoaxes that have now been reported
not only across America but across the world.
These attacks once again reveal the evil at
the heart of terrorism, the evil we must fight.

The nations meeting here in Shanghai un-
derstand what is at stake. If we do not stand
against terrorism now, every civilized nation
will at some point be its target. We will defeat
the terrorists by destroying their network,
wherever it is found. We will also defeat the
terrorists by building an enduring prosperity
that promises more opportunity and better
lives for all the world’s people. We will op-
pose envy, resentment, and anger with
growth, trade, and democracy.

The countries of the Pacific rim made the
decision to open themselves up to the world,
and the result is one of the great develop-
ment success stories of our time. The peoples
of this region are more prosperous, healthier,
and better educated than they were only two

decades ago. Many more live under demo-
cratically elected governments.

This progress has been achieved by people
of all cultures and all religions, by Christian
and Buddhist South Korea, and majority-
Muslim Malaysia and Indonesia. And this
progress proves what openness can accom-
plish.

The terrorists attacked the World Trade
Center. They fear trade because they under-
stood that trade brings freedom and hope.
We’re in Shanghai to advance world trade
because we know that trade can conquer pov-
erty and despair. In this struggle of freedom
against fear, the outcome is not in doubt;
freedom will win. And it will bring new hope
to the lives of millions of people in Asia and
throughout the world.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:37 p.m. on
October 19 at the Portman Ritz-Carlton Hotel in
Shanghai, China, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m., EST,
on October 20. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on October
19 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. In his remarks, he referred to President Jiang
Zemin of China; President Vicente Fox of Mexico;
President Vladimir Putin of Russia; Prime Min-
ister Jean Chretien of Canada; Prime Minister
John Howard of Australia; and Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of the address.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of
Japan and an Exchange With
Reporters in Shanghai, China
October 20, 2001

President Bush. It’s an honor to be with
our—with my friend. And we have no strong-
er friend in the fight against terror than the
Prime Minister of Japan. I have been im-
pressed by his resolve and his determination.

I’m also very impressed by his resolve and
determination to make economic reforms
within Japan. He’s got a very good strategy,
an economic strategy, and I support it. And
I support the fact that he is a strong leader.

I regret that I didn’t have an opportunity
to take advantage of the kind invitation to
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1519Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Oct. 20

go to Tokyo. But Mr. Prime Minister, I as-
sure you that when things settle down, if I’m
still invited, I would like to come back.

Prime Minister Koizumi. Of course.
President Bush. Thank you, sir.
Prime Minister Koizumi. I appreciate

your strong leadership to fight terrorism.
Your determination and the patience, I ap-
preciate.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank
you.

I’ll be glad to take—yes, Ron [Ron
Fournier, Associated Press].

Q. A question, sir?
President Bush. Sure.

Operation Enduring Freedom Helicopter
Crash

Q. Your reaction, please, to the crash of
the helicopter that cost the lives of two serv-
icemen. And can you tell us what mission
it was that they were supporting?

President Bush. My heart goes out to the
family and friends of those who lost their life.
It is hard to express my gratitude in proper
words for people that are willing to sacrifice
for freedom. The Nation feels the same grati-
tude. And I want to assure the loved ones
that the soldiers died in a cause that is just
and right and that we will prevail.

In the addresses I’ve given to our Nation,
I have said that sometimes the American
people and our allies will see actions we take,
and sometimes people won’t see the actions
we take. But they can rest assured that we
will use the resources of our country, all the
resources of our country, to ferret out and
find and bring to justice those who would
harm our country and harm other countries,
as well. And that’s exactly what we’re doing.

Special Forces Ground Operations
Q. Sir, are you satisfied with the progress

in the first day of the ground war by the Spe-
cial Forces?

President Bush. I am satisfied we’re mak-
ing very good progress. We are dismantling
Taliban defenses, Taliban military. We are
destroying terrorist hideaways. We are slowly
but surely encircling the terrorists so that we
can bring them to justice.

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters].

Domestic Reaction to Casualties
Q. Do you feel like you’ve prepared the

American people adequately for the possi-
bility of casualties, sir?

President Bush. Steve, I think the Amer-
ican people understand that ours will be a
long struggle against terror. And they under-
stand there will be sacrifice. After all, there
was no greater example of that sacrifice than
on Flight 93, when American citizens, after
having said the Lord’s Prayer, said, ‘‘Let’s
roll.’’ And they stormed that airplane so as
to save lives on the ground.

I think the American people now fully un-
derstand that we are in an important strug-
gle, a struggle that will take time, and that
the country—there will be moments of sac-
rifice. We’ve seen two such examples today.

The thing that’s important for me to tell
the American people, that these soldiers will
not have died in vain. This is a just cause.
It’s an important cause. The Prime Minister
of Japan understands how important this
cause is. He’s a strong friend and ally in our
fight against terror. We must succeed, and
we will succeed.

Nature of the Coalition
Q. Mr. President, both you and Dr. Rice

have talked about how much cooperation
you’re getting from other countries. Is it the
case that all countries around the world are
cooperating in this effort, or are there still
countries that we would like to see more de-
termination from to join this fight against ter-
ror?

President Bush. Well, I fully understand
that some countries will participate with mili-
tary forces, and others won’t feel comfortable
doing that. Some countries will be very good
about sharing intelligence; other countries
may not be so good. Some countries will be
much more efficient about cutting off money;
other countries may be a little lax about cut-
ting off money. But the point is, is that the
coalition is broad and deep and strong and
committed.

And we are very pleased with not only the
commitment but the collective contribution.
And we’re making great progress. We’re—
not only are we doing well militarily, but
we’re sharing intelligence all across the
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1520 Oct. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

globe, in ways that people could never envi-
sion up to now.

So I’m very pleased. And I want to com-
mend the Secretary of State for not only
working hard to put the coalition together
but working hard to reinforce the coalition.
And one of the reasons I came to this impor-
tant meeting was to be able to look at my
friend and thank him for his commitment,
his support, and thank other world leaders
for their support.

Q. Should the American people expect
more from——

Discussions With Prime Minister
Mahathir bin Mohamad of Malaysia

Q. Sir, can you tell us how the meeting
went with the Prime Minister of Malaysia,
who has expressed concern about the military
action?

President Bush. Well, we had a very good
visit today. He is concerned about the death
of innocent people in Afghanistan, and I as-
sured him I am, too. Our beef is not with
the Afghan people. Our beef is with a govern-
ment that houses and feeds and tries to hide
terrorists. And I assured him that our cam-
paign was—that we were trying to be as care-
ful as we possibly could to achieve our mili-
tary objective.

Secondly, I want the American people to
understand that we’re a compassionate Gov-
ernment. We’re spending a great deal of
money to help the people of Afghanistan.
And I’m concerned about the fact that food
isn’t getting to some Afghan citizens, and the
reason why is, is because the Taliban is pre-
venting food distribution. They’re disrupting
food; they’re stealing food. These are people
that are willing to starve their people, which
is yet another reason why the Taliban must
go.

Q. Should the American people expect
more——

Operation Enduring Freedom
Q. [Inaudible]—to his question, were you

commenting on the success of today’s mis-
sion, or to the success of the mission in gen-
eral?

President Bush. The success of the mis-
sion in general. We’re making great progress.
We’re making great progress. As you know,

I’m not going to comment on a specific oper-
ation. I will tell you, though, that we’re using
all the resources of the country. And in gen-
eral, we’re making very good progress. We’re
pleased with the progress being made.

Q. Should the American people expect
more raids like today, sir?

Upcoming Discussions With President
Vladimir Putin of Russia

Q. [Inaudible]—what about Putin
tomorrow——

President Bush. Oh, I think it’s a very
important meeting with President Putin to-
morrow. I’m sorry, Mr. Prime Minister. But
I look forward to the continued progress to-
ward our Crawford meeting.

Somebody said, ‘‘Well, there’s great antici-
pation that there will be so-called break-
throughs.’’ Well, the breakthrough occurred
in our first meeting, where we made a deter-
mined effort to work together to find com-
mon ground when it comes to new strategic
arrangements. But I wouldn’t expect any
startling news, except for the fact that we’re
continuing our dialog.

The Prime Minister has got a few com-
ments.

Baseball

[At this point, a question was asked in Japa-
nese, and a translation was not provided.]

Prime Minister Koizumi. My treasure,
precious, for Ripken, world-famous baseball
player. I love baseball very much. I love base-
ball very much—American sports.

President Bush. He’s got a very nice arm,
too. [Laughter] I saw his fastball at Camp
David. [Laughter]

Prime Minister Koizumi. Yes—quite a
spirit, very strong. Reliable.

President Bush. Plus, we’ve been very im-
pressed by Ichiro. [Laughter]

Prime Minister Koizumi. My name is
‘‘Jun-Ichiro.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘Jun’’ is ‘‘pure’’—
‘‘Jun’’ means pure, purity. ‘‘Ichiro.’’

President Bush. Got you. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. at the
Portman Ritz-Carlton Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to Baltimore Orioles third baseman Cal
Ripken, Jr., and Seattle Mariners outfielder Ichiro
Suzuki.
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Remarks at the Chief Executive
Officers Summit in Shanghai
October 20, 2001

Thank you all very much. Bob, thank you
so much for your kind words, and thank you
for your great service to our country. Thank
you, Chairman Yu, as well, for your good
work in organizing this event.

I want to thank our hosts. I was telling
Chairman Yu that I was here in 1975 with
my mother. [Laughter] Shanghai has finally
recovered. [Laughter] I can’t tell you what
a startling difference it is—Shanghai is today
than what it was in 1975. It’s a great testi-
mony to the Chinese people and the leader-
ship of Shanghai and the leadership of this
great land.

I also want to say that I’m proud to be
accompanied by our great Secretary of State,
who is doing such a fantastic job for the
United States of America, Colin Powell.

We meet today with recent memories of
great evil, yet great hope for this region and
its future. The attacks of September 11th
took place in my country, but they were real-
ly an attack on all civilized countries. The
roll of the dead and the missing includes citi-
zens from over 80 nations: 96 Russians, 23
Australians, at least 30 Chinese, 24 Japanese,
20 Malaysians, 16 Mexicans, 21 Indonesians.
This was truly a crime against humanity. And
it stands condemned by humanity.

The American people are grateful for the
world’s sympathy and support following Sep-
tember 11th. We truly are. We won’t forget
the American Stars and Stripes flying in soli-
darity from every fire truck in Montreal, Can-
ada, or children kneeling in silent prayer out-
side the embassy in Seoul, baseball players
in Japan observing moments of silence, a sign
handwritten in English at a candlelight vigil
in Beijing that read, ‘‘Freedom and justice
will not be stopped.’’

I can’t tell you how much I appreciate the
phone calls from leaders from around the
world. We’re deeply grateful to countries, in-
cluding all the APEC countries, that have
now joined in a great coalition against terror.

In our world, there is no isolation from
evil. Our enemies are murderers with global
reach. They seek weapons to kill on a global
scale. Every nation now must oppose this

enemy or be, in turn, its target. Those who
hate all civilization and culture and progress,
those who embrace death to cause the death
of the innocent, cannot be ignored, cannot
be appeased. They must be fought. This is
my firm resolve and the firm resolve of my
Nation. This is the urgent task of our time.

The most visible part of our response is
taking place in Afghanistan. The Taliban re-
gime has allied itself with murderers. I gave
Taliban leaders a choice: Turn over the ter-
rorists, or face your ruin. They chose un-
wisely.

Yet, even as we oppose the Taliban, we
seek friendship with the Afghan people. Our
military actions are accompanied by food
drops. We have substantially increased aid
to Afghanistan. My Government supports
international efforts to bring help and sta-
bility and peace to that unfortunate nation.

There’s frustration about the delivery of
food and medicine and help in Afghanistan.
I share that frustration. The guilty ones are
the Taliban. They disrupt; they steal; they
prevent supplies of food from delivery. They
starve their people, and that is another rea-
son they must go.

Our war on terror has many fronts, and
military action is only part of our plan. This
campaign will take strong diplomacy and in-
telligence, diligent law enforcement and fi-
nancial cooperation. It will span every con-
tinent and require varied contributions from
many nations.

Tomorrow APEC leaders will pledge to
work together to deny the terrorists any sanc-
tuary, any funding, any material or moral
support. Together, we will patiently and dili-
gently pursue the terrorists from place to
place until justice is done.

This conflict is a fight to save the civilized
world and values common to the West, to
Asia, to Islam. Throughout the world, people
of strong faith, of all faiths, condemn the
murder of the innocent. Throughout the
world, people value their families, and no-
where do civilized people rejoice in the mur-
der of children or the creation of orphans.
By their cruelty, the terrorists have chosen
to live on the hunted margin of mankind.
By their hatred, they have divorced them-
selves from the values that define civilization
itself.
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The stakes of this fight for all nations are
high: our lives, our way of life, and our eco-
nomic future. By attacking two great eco-
nomic symbols, the terrorists tried to shatter
confidence in the world economic system,
but they failed.

The terrorists hoped world markets would
collapse, but markets have proven their resil-
iency and fundamental strength. And this
week in these halls, we return to the steady
work of building the market-based economic
system that has brought more prosperity
more quickly to more people than at any time
in human history. We know a future of great-
er trade and growth and human dignity is
possible, and we will build it.

When nations allow their citizens to exer-
cise conscience and creativity, the result is
economic and social progress. When nations
accept the rules of the modern world, they
discover the benefits of the modern world.

This vast region and its people, 21 econo-
mies on the shores of a peaceful ocean, are
demonstrating the power and appeal of mar-
kets and trade. China’s per capita GDP has
grown by 513 percent since 1975. Seventy-
three percent of all South Korean households
have personal computers. Slashing trade bar-
riers has helped Chile raise per capita in-
comes by 53 percent over the past 10 years.

And the wealth generated by markets and
trade brings dramatic improvement to
human lives. Indonesia has cut its infant mor-
tality rate in half since 1980. Malaysia’s illit-
eracy rate is one-third of what it was in 1975;
Mexico is less than half.

I’m here in Shanghai to assure our friends
and to inform our foes that the progress of
trade and freedom will continue. The ties of
culture and commerce will grow stronger.
Economic development will grow broader.

The Asia-Pacific region provides the world
with a model and a choice: Choose openness,
trade, and tolerance, and you will find pros-
perity, liberty, and knowledge. Choose isola-
tion, envy, and resentment, and you will find
poverty, stagnation, and ignorance. Our na-
tions have chosen: We have chose freedom
over fear.

Out of the sorrow of September 11th, I
see opportunity—a chance for nations and
their leaders to strengthen and to rethink and
reinvigorate our relationships. We share

more than a common enemy; we share a
common goal, to expand our ties of trade and
trust. And now we must seize the oppor-
tunity.

First, our governments must keep the path
of economic progress. That progress begins
with freer trade. Trade is the engine of eco-
nomic advancement. On every continent, in
every culture, trade generates opportunity,
enhances entrepreneurial growth. And trade
applies the power of markets to the needs
of the poor. It has lifted countless lives in
this region, from Asia to Australia to the
Americas.

Together, we must meet the Bogor Goals,
including free trade for every nation in this
region by 2020. The Shanghai Accord we’ll
sign tomorrow gives us new and useful tools
to enhance trade and investment.

We must also launch a new global trade
round in November in Doha. We’re com-
mitted to the goal of a world that lives and
trades in freedom, and we must meet any
challenge that stands in our way. There’s
much work to be done, and all of us, every
nation, must redouble our efforts to see that
Doha is a success. And every CEO in this
room knows the strong case for free trade,
and I urge all of you to press that case with
your own governments.

The United States will do its part to restore
economic momentum for the world. We’ll
keep our markets open and our country open
for business. We’ve already announced addi-
tional spending to assist and rebuild New
York City, to stabilize the airline industry,
and defend our country. Tax rebates have
been arriving in America’s mailboxes. Inter-
est rates have been cut to historically low lev-
els. In addition, I’m working with Congress
to help workers who have lost their jobs and
to stimulate the American economy with ad-
ditional tax relief, relief that will bolster con-
sumer spending and provide incentives for
business investment.

The economic fundamentals in America
are strong, and our Nation will recover.

Even before September 11th, this region
faced economic uncertainty. The answer is
more trade and openness, not less. This re-
gion needs regulatory systems that attract in-
vestors. Banking systems must be more trans-
parent. Corporations must be more open and
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1523Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Oct. 21

accountable. And as called for in the Shang-
hai Accord, we must dramatically reduce the
cost of doing business across borders by
streamlining customs procedures, by harmo-
nizing technology standards, and by cutting
redtape.

Even in the midst of our current slow-
down, there are many encouraging signs. Re-
form programs have been put in place in
Japan, the Philippines, and Indonesia. China
and Taiwan have made great strides as they
prepare for WTO membership. Russia and
Mexico are tracking new sources of capital.
All of this is progress, and we must build
on it.

Our second broad challenge is to fight ter-
rorism within our countries without under-
mining the ties of commerce and friendship
between our countries. Terrorists want to
turn the openness of the global economy
against itself. We must not let them. We need
customs, financial, immigration, and trans-
portation systems that make it easier for us
to do our business and much harder for ter-
rorists to do theirs. Pursuing both openness
and security is difficult. But it is necessary,
and it is the aim of the counterterror meas-
ures the APEC leaders will commit them-
selves to tomorrow.

Our third challenge is to see to it that the
benefits of prosperity and freedom are widely
shared. The great alternative to hate is hope.
And to seize the hopeful opportunities of
markets and trade, people must be educated
and healthy, and governments must be fair
and just and committed to the rule of law.

All of our citizens need basic education.
The greatest resource of any nation is the
creative energies of its people. They must
gain the skills demanded by a new economic
world. Only when literacy and learning are
widespread will the benefits of the global
economy be widely shared.

All our citizens must have the advantage
of basic health. Diseases such as AIDS de-
stroy countless lives and undermine the suc-
cess of many nations. Prosperous nations
must work in partnership with developing na-
tions to help remove the cloud of disease
from our world’s future.

Our governments must continue to fight
official corruption in every form. Good
economies can be suffocated by bureaucrats

that serve themselves and not the public.
Corrupt officials can destroy people’s faith
in fairness and in progress.

All nations must also realize that, in the
long run, the habits of economic freedom will
create expectations of greater democracy. All
people, of every religious or ethnic group,
have a right to participate in their nation’s
political life. No government should use our
war against terrorism as an excuse to per-
secute minorities within their borders. Eth-
nic minorities must know that their rights will
be safeguarded, that their churches and tem-
ples and mosques belong to them. We must
respect legitimate political aspirations and, at
the same time, oppose all who spread terror
in the name of politics or religion.

Our times present many challenges. Yet
I’m confident about our shared future. I
know that our region and our world can trade
in freedom. I know we can bring health and
education and prosperity to our people. And
I know we can defeat terror so our children
and grandchildren can live in peace and secu-
rity.

In the struggle of freedom against fear, the
outcome is certain. We speak for the com-
mon hopes of mankind, to live as we choose,
to follow our faith, to build better lives for
all who follow us. These hopes have carried
us a long way, bringing progress and pros-
perity to millions. And they carry us forward
to even greater achievement.

Now is the time to act boldly, to build and
defend an age of liberty.

Thank you for having me.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Pudong Shangri-La Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to Robert E. Rubin,
chairman, executive committee, board of direc-
tors, Citigroup; and Yu Xiaosong, chairman and
chief executive officer, APEC CEO Summit 2001
Organizing Committee.

APEC Leaders Statement on
Counter-Terrorism

October 21, 2001

1. Leaders unequivocally condemn in the
strongest terms the terrorist attacks in the
United States on September 11, 2001, and
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express their deepest sympathy and condo-
lences to the victims of a large number of
nationalities and their families and to the
people and Government of the United States
of America.

2. Leaders consider the murderous deeds
as well as other terrorist acts in all forms and
manifestations, committed wherever, when-
ever and by whomsoever as a profound threat
to the peace, prosperity and security of all
people, of all faiths, of all nations. Terrorism
is also a direct challenge to APEC’s vision
of free, open and prosperous economies, and
to the fundamental values that APEC mem-
bers hold.

3. Leaders reaffirm that it is more impor-
tant than ever for every economy to forge
ahead in its commitment in achieving Bogor’s
goal of free, open trade and investment.

4. Leaders deem it imperative to strength-
en international cooperation at all levels in
combating terrorism in a comprehensive
manner and affirm that UN should play a
major role in this regard, especially taking
into account the importance of all relevant
UN resolutions.

5. Leaders commit to prevent and sup-
press all forms of terrorist acts in the future
in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations and other international law, pledge
to implement the UN Security Council Reso-
lution 1368 and 1373 faithfully and imme-
diately, strongly support all efforts to
strengthen the international anti-terrorism
regime, call for increased cooperation to
bring perpetrators to justice, and also call for
early signing and ratification of all basic uni-
versal anti-terrorist conventions including the
International Convention for the Suppres-
sion of the Financing of Terrorism.

6. Leaders are determined to enhance
counter-terrorism cooperation in line with
specific circumstances in their respective
economies, through:

• Appropriate financial measures to pre-
vent the flow of funds to terrorists, in-
cluding accelerating work on combating
financial crimes through APEC Finance
Ministers’ working Group on Fighting
Financial Crime and increasing involve-
ment in related international standard-
setting bodies;

• Adherence by all economies to relevant
international requirements for the secu-
rity of air and maritime transportation.
Leaders call on Transport Ministers to
actively take part in the discussions on
enhancing airport, aircraft, and port se-
curity, achieve effective outcomes as
early as possible, and assure full imple-
mentation and cooperation in this re-
gard;

• Strengthening of energy security in the
region through the mechanism of the
APEC Energy Security Initiative, which
examines measures to respond to tem-
porary supply disruptions and longer-
term challenges facing the region’s en-
ergy supply;

• Strengthening of APEC activities in the
area of critical sector protection, includ-
ing telecommunications, transportation,
health and energy.

• Enhancement of customs communica-
tion networks and expeditious develop-
ment of a global integrated electronic
customs network, which would allow
customs authorities to better enforce
laws while minimizing the impact on the
flow of trade.

• Cooperation to develop electronic
movement records systems that will en-
hance border security while ensuring
movement of legitimate travelers is not
disrupted.

• Strengthening capacity building and
economic and technical cooperation to
enable member economies to put into
place and enforce effective counter-
terrorism measures.

• Cooperation to limit the economic fall-
out from the attacks and move to restore
economic confidence in the region
through policies and measures to in-
crease economic growth as well as en-
sure stable environment for trade, in-
vestment, travel and tourism.

7. Leaders also pledge to cooperate fully
to ensure that international terrorism does
not disrupt economies and markets, through
close communication and cooperation among
economic policy and financial authorities.

NOTE: The joint statement was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary but was not
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issued as a White House press release. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this joint statement.

APEC Economic Leaders’
Declaration, Shanghai, China

October 21, 2001

Meeting New Challenges in the New
Century

1. We, the Economic Leaders of APEC,
gathered today in Shanghai for the first time
in the twenty-first century. We are here to
explore ways to meet the new challenges con-
fronting us. Convinced of the great potential
of the Asia-Pacific region, we have resolved
to achieve common prosperity through
broader participation and closer cooperation.

2. Our meeting has taken place at a crucial
juncture. The major world economies are ex-
periencing a slowdown more severe than an-
ticipated. Most economies in the Asia-Pacific
region have experienced an economic down-
turn, with some emerging economies particu-
larly affected by unfavorable external market
conditions. In addition, the terrorist attack
on the United States risks undermining some
industries as well as consumer and investor
confidence. In the long run, a major chal-
lenge for the Asia-Pacific community is to
manage the profound changes brought forth
by globalization and the New Economy and
to benefit from the opportunities that
abound.

3. As the premier forum for regional eco-
nomic cooperation in the Asia Pacific, APEC
is well suited to play a leading role in helping
its member economies embrace these oppor-
tunities and challenges. We wish to send a
clear and strong message on the collective
resolve of the Asia-Pacific community to
counter terrorism. We are determined to re-
verse the current economic downturn and
maintain public confidence at a time of un-
certainty by fighting protectionism and com-
mitting to the launch of the new WTO round
at the upcoming WTO Ministerial Con-
ference. These efforts are consonant with
and contribute to the pursuit of the APEC
vision of peace, harmony and common pros-
perity.

4. Inspired by such a vision, we are deter-
mined to work together for a more dynamic
and prosperous Asia Pacific in the new cen-
tury by promoting sustainable economic
growth, sharing the benefits of globalization
and the New Economy, and advancing Trade
and Investment Liberalization and Facilita-
tion (TILF). To this end, we reaffirm our
commitment to achieving the Bogor Goals
of free and open trade and investment in the
Asia Pacific by 2010 for developed econo-
mies and 2020 for developing economies. We
have also charted the course for the develop-
ment of APEC in its second decade and be-
yond by adopting the Shanghai Accord.

Promoting Sustainable Growth
5. We affirm our unwavering confidence

in the medium and long-term growth pros-
pects for the Asia-Pacific region since the
fundamentals of the region remain sound. As
reforms and restructuring following the
1997–1998 financial crisis take effect, many
emerging economies are now in a much
stronger position to cushion themselves
against the impact of the economic slowdown
and unexpected shocks.

6. We undertake to adopt appropriate poli-
cies and measures to increase economic
growth and resolve to enhance macro-
economic policy dialogue and cooperation
not only to resume growth but also to build
a stronger foundation for sustainable growth
and broad-based development. It is impor-
tant for all economies to take timely policy
actions to strengthen markets and facilitate
an early pick-up in global economic activity.

7. In this context, we pledge to accelerate
our domestic efforts to build capacity and
deepen structural reform so as to strengthen
the market fundamentals across the region.
To this end, we emphasize the importance
of sound economic policies and corporate
governance as well as the important role and
responsibility of governments in shaping the
legal and regulatory framework that encour-
ages competition and innovation, with an in-
creased emphasis on capacity building. De-
veloping the social safety net is a high pri-
ority, as it can make an important contribu-
tion to reducing the harmful effects of eco-
nomic shocks on vulnerable groups. As noted
in the 2001 Economic Outlook, enhancing
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financial efficiency is also essential to pro-
moting growth. We thus welcome efforts
made in these areas in APEC, including
strengthening economic legal infrastructure,
supervision of capital markets, corporate gov-
ernance, and implementation of international
financial standards, as exemplified by the
work done through the Finance Ministers’
process. We also welcome contributions by
Pacific Economic Cooperation Council
(PECC) in these areas. We direct responsible
Ministers and Officials to build on their work.

8. Recognizing the importance of pro-
moting financial stability and crisis preven-
tion, we stress the need to strengthen the
international financial system. We urge con-
tinued efforts to enhance the effectiveness
of mechanisms to prevent the recurrence of
financial crisis. We welcome the important
steps that have been taken to strengthen the
international financial architecture including,
for example, the review by the Financial Sta-
bility Forum of the effectiveness and the
progress in implementing the recommenda-
tions from the Working Group on Offshore
Financial Centers and Highly Leveraged In-
stitutions. We emphasize the importance of
ensuring that representation on the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) Board and
IMF quota/share allocation appropriately re-
flects the current world economy. While the
IMF and other international financial institu-
tions play a pivotal role, regional cooperation
can also be very useful in complementing ef-
forts by these institutions to promote finan-
cial stability. In this connection, we welcome
the substantial progress in implementing the
Chiang Mai Initiative to strengthen coopera-
tive financing arrangements among the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
countries and China, Japan and the Republic
of Korea. We also note the ongoing work in
the Manila Framework Group. We support
all these efforts and urge them to be
strengthened.

9. The current economic slowdown under-
lines, above all, the importance of APEC’s
work towards more open and stronger econo-
mies. We reaffirm our unyielding commit-
ment to free and open trade and investment
and resolve to work together to fight against
protectionism in all forms. We render the
strongest support for an open, equitable and

rules-based Multilateral Trading System,
which is essential to sustain global economic
growth. APEC must also stay on track with
its own agenda on trade and investment and
on capacity building.

Sharing the Benefits of Globalization and
the New Economy

10. We are convinced that globalization is
a powerful vehicle that stimulates economic
growth, and holds great promises for deliv-
ering higher living standards to people and
improving social well-being for our commu-
nities. We acknowledge that the New Econ-
omy has broad potential to raise productivity,
stimulate innovation in economic organiza-
tion and entrepreneurship, and create and
disseminate knowledge and wealth. How-
ever, the opportunities arising from these
processes are not sufficiently shared among
and even within economies. Hence the need
to enable all individuals in our communities
to benefit from them. We emphasize the im-
portance of capacity building, both human
and institutional, as a key answer to the chal-
lenges and opportunities of globalization and
the New Economy. Capacity building con-
stitutes a key element of the balanced ap-
proach essential to the success of APEC
along with market opening and full participa-
tion.

11. In this context, we reiterate that
human capacity building (HCB) remains a
central theme this year and the years ahead.
We commend the success of the High-Level
Meeting on Human Capacity Building, and
welcome the Beijing Initiative as a com-
prehensive set of principles for human capac-
ity building, which also provides opportuni-
ties for further work in the New Economy.
We call on APEC fora and member econo-
mies to undertake follow-up activities in spe-
cific areas of their interest in the spirit of
developed and developing economies com-
plementing each other. We support the en-
gagement of all key stakeholders in the re-
gion and, in particular, the establishment of
the partnership of government, business, aca-
demic and training institutions for this pur-
pose. We welcome the launch of the Consor-
tium for APEC Cyber Education Coopera-
tion initiated and sponsored by the APEC
Education Foundation, the Human Capacity
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Building Promotion Program and the APEC
Finance and Development Program. We also
welcome the outcomes of the 4th Human
Resources Development Ministerial meeting
and support the Kumamoto Statement that
makes a contribution to APEC Human Re-
sources Development activities in the 21st
Century as a basis for advancing social and
economic development and the sharing of
prosperity by our people.

12. Reaffirming the importance of Eco-
nomic and Technical Cooperation (Ecotech)
in achieving equitable growth and sustainable
development, we welcome the progress that
APEC has made in advancing Ecotech goals
and underscore that Trade and Investment
Liberalization and Facilitation and Ecotech
should be mutually reinforcing. We call for
efforts to this end to be further strengthened.
We commend the formulation and submis-
sion of Ecotech Action Plans by individual
member economies as a major step forward
for promoting sound and balanced develop-
ment of APEC and ask Ministers and Offi-
cials to develop the exercise as lessons are
learned.

13. We also welcome the progress made
in other areas of Ecotech. We endorse the
APEC Strategy for Combating Infectious
Disease and call on members and relevant
fora to implement its recommendations.

14. Given the importance of Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) and
micro-enterprises, we instruct Ministers and
Officials to build on APEC’s Integrated Plan
of Action for SMEs and place special empha-
sis on micro-enterprises. In this context, we
welcome the High Level Meeting on Micro-
enterprises to be hosted by Mexico next year.

15. Building on work done in Brunei last
year, we have made further progress by for-
mulating and delivering a long-term, for-
ward-looking and more action-oriented e-
APEC Strategy for the development of the
New Economy through the promotion of in-
formation and communications technology
(ICT) and its application in our region. The
goal is to build APEC towards a digital soci-
ety, with higher growth, increased learning
and employment opportunities, improved
public services and better qualities of life by
taking advantage of advanced, reliable and
secure ICT and networks and by promoting

universal access. Such a society should bring
equal opportunities and widely shared bene-
fits for all member economies and individ-
uals, including women, the disabled and oth-
ers. We commend the crosscutting character
of the e-APEC Strategy and urge APEC fora
and member economies to implement the
programs for collective and individual actions
set out in the Strategy, as appropriate. Under
the current circumstances, the early imple-
mentation of the Strategy will also support
the revival of the ICT sector. We also wel-
come the progress in advancing e-commerce.

16. In September 2002 many of us will
be meeting in Johannesburg for the World
Summit on Sustainable Development, to re-
invigorate our commitment to sustainable
development in pursuit of enhancing eco-
nomic growth, promoting human and social
development and protecting the environ-
ment as interdependent objectives. We will
consider how APEC, which has undertaken
a broad range of activities in this area, can
contribute to the success of the World Sum-
mit and take forward the outcomes in its
work program.

17. We realize that there is an ongoing
public debate on the benefits and costs of
globalization. Such debates are healthy when
they are informed by rigorous and com-
prehensive analysis of the impact of
globalization. The time has come for APEC
to come forward and lead the public debate
in a constructive manner. We instruct Offi-
cials to convene an APEC Dialogue on
Globalization and Shared Prosperity, focus-
ing on, among other issues, structural adjust-
ment and its impact. At the same time,
APEC should reach out to business and other
stakeholders to communicate APEC’s objec-
tives, activities and benefits to ensure that
they participate in and benefit from the
APEC process and globalization at large. In
particular, we thank APEC Business Advi-
sory Council (ABAC) for its report and value
the interaction with the Council and other
business representatives. We also direct our
Ministers and Officials to develop and imple-
ment programs to give effect to the APEC
Communications and Outreach Strategy as
well as the conclusions of the Ad Hoc Group
on APEC Interaction.
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18. Noting that sustainable growth in the
APEC region also requires the ability to feed
a growing and increasingly prosperous popu-
lation, Leaders call for accelerated imple-
mentation of the APEC Food System initia-
tive. Recognizing the benefits of bio-
technology in improving productivity, in-
creasing nutrition, and reducing the environ-
mental impact of agricultural production, we
reaffirm the importance of safe introduction
and use of biotechnology products based on
sound science. We also welcome the initia-
tive to hold a policy-level dialogue on agricul-
tural biotechnology and call for more related
capacity building activities.

19. We take satisfaction at the significant
progress made, through the leadership of the
Ad Hoc Group on Gender Integration, in the
capacity of APEC to address gender equity
in its work. Our commitment to a wide dis-
tribution of the economic opportunities of
our era requires the application of gender
perspectives in APEC’s work, we welcome
the decision to hold a Second Ministerial
Meeting on Women in Mexico in 2002, as
an opportunity to make further progress.

Supporting the Multilateral Trading
System

20. Trade and investment liberalization
and facilitation hold another key to realizing
our vision for reduced disparities and com-
mon prosperity. They have taken on in-
creased importance at a time when rapid
changes are reshaping the global market-
place. Hence, we commit to further efforts
in advancing trade and investment liberaliza-
tion and facilitation both within our region
and globally.

21. In November, a major decision will be
taken at the Fourth WTO Ministerial Con-
ference. Its outcome will have long-term im-
plications for our future. Our choice is un-
mistakably for a stronger Multilateral Trad-
ing System with greater opportunities for all.
We strongly support the launch of the WTO
new round at the conference, recognizing
that the current slowdown in the world econ-
omy has added to its urgency. We agree that,
once launched, the new round should be
concluded expeditiously.

22. We emphasize the need for a balanced,
sufficiently broad-based agenda, which is

achievable. This is essential to the successful
launch and conclusion of the New Round.
We agree that the agenda for the New Round
should include further trade liberalization,
the strengthening of WTO rules, implemen-
tation issues, and reflect the interests and
concerns of all members, especially those of
the developing and least developed ones. We
also agree that such an agenda should ad-
dress the challenges in the 21st century and
support the goal of sustainable development.
This will help ensure that the prosperity
flows from growing trade and investment is
accessible and equitably distributed to all. In
this context, we also emphasize the impor-
tance that the New Round be supported by
all WTO members, and hence the need for
effective implementation of special and dif-
ferential treatment and for enhancing WTO’s
internal transparency.

23. We reconfirm the commitment to the
APEC-wide moratorium on the imposition of
custom duties on electronic transmissions,
and agree on its extension until the Fifth
WTO Ministerial Conference, recognizing
the importance of relevant WTO agreements
for electronic commerce.

24. We reaffirm the importance of APEC
WTO-related capacity building activities
which realize the objectives of the Strategic
APEC Plan as a unique, substantial contribu-
tion to strengthening the Multilateral Trad-
ing System, and call for the accelerated im-
plementation of the Plan to assist developing
economies in implementing the WTO agree-
ments.

25. We applaud the conclusion of all nego-
tiations on the terms for China’s membership
in the WTO as a historic development that
not only helps make WTO a truly world orga-
nization but also reinforces the
underpinnings for global economic coopera-
tion. We urge that the decision on final ap-
proval of China’s accession be taken at the
upcoming Ministerial Conference. We also
reiterate strong support for the final approval
of the accession by Chinese Taipei at the
Conference and the advancement of WTO
accession by the Russian Federation and Viet
Nam.

26. We reaffirm that regional and bilateral
trade agreements should serve as building
blocks for multilateral liberalization in the
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WTO. We affirm that the existing and emerg-
ing regional trading agreements should
therefore be consistent with WTO rules and
disciplines. We also believe that these ar-
rangements should be in line with APEC ar-
chitecture and supportive of APEC’s goals
and principles. We note the initiatives on ex-
change of information in this regard.

Sharpening the Vision for the Future
27. APEC has come a long way since its

inception in 1989. So has the world around
it. These changes have not in any way less-
ened the need for a vehicle of cooperation
like APEC in our region. On the contrary,
they have made it more compelling for us
to remain fully committed to the APEC proc-
ess, to the vision of a peaceful and prosperous
Asia-Pacific community of diverse yet inter-
dependent economies that has evolved from
Seattle to Brunei, and above all, to the Bogor
Goals. We also reaffirm our belief in the
unique APEC Approach based on the funda-
mental principles of voluntarism, consensus-
building, combination of individual and col-
lective actions, flexibility, comprehensiveness
and open regionalism, which has inspired and
underpinned our successes.

28. At the same time, we recognize that
APEC must demonstrate its dynamism in ad-
vancing with the times by responding and
adapting to changes in the global and re-
gional economy. As it enters the second dec-
ade, it is important for APEC to enrich, up-
date and sharpen its vision for the future.
In this respect, we envision that APEC’s ob-
jectives in the second decade are to make
continuous progress in achieving the Bogor
Goals; deepen the spirit of community by
sharing the benefits of growth more widely
and equitably; and build APEC into a closer,
stronger partnership for regional economic
cooperation.

29. To this end, we announce today the
Shanghai Accord as a strategic, forward agen-
da for the development of APEC in the com-
ing years. The Accord not only gives voice
to our common resolve to fulfill our commit-
ments, it also stands as a template laying out
some key steps to be taken to achieve our
Goals and Objectives. Reflecting the diver-
sity of APEC’s membership, it incorporates
trade and investment as well as economic and

technical cooperation as two mutually sup-
portive and reinforcing elements.

30. In the Shanghai Accord, we commit
to:

• Broadening APEC’s vision for the fu-
ture by identifying a conceptual and
policy framework to guide APEC in the
new century. Such a framework recog-
nizes the changes entailed by
globalization and the New Economy
and reflects the need to extend the
APEC agenda to cover reforms and ca-
pacity building at both domestic and
international levels;

• Clarifying APEC’s roadmap for achiev-
ing the Bogor Goals on schedule with
a mid-term stocktake of the overall
progress in 2005, including by broad-
ening and updating the Osaka Action
Agenda, adopting a pathfinder approach
in advancing selected APEC initiatives
towards achieving the Bogor Goals, pro-
moting the adoption of appropriate
trade policies for the New Economy,
following up on the APEC Trade Facili-
tation Principles, pursuing greater
transparency in economic governance;
and

• Strengthening APEC’s implementation
mechanism by strengthening the Indi-
vidual Action Plan Peer Review process,
reinforcing Ecotech and capacity build-
ing efforts.

31. We direct our Ministers and Officials
to follow up actively on the Accord. We have
no doubt that with our concerted efforts the
vision we set here will over time come to
full fruition, culminating in a stable, secure
and prosperous Asia-Pacific community.

Appendix 1 Shanghai Accord
I. Broadening the APEC Vision

Globalization and the New Economy have
transformed the global and regional economy
significantly since the Bogor Goals, bringing
forward extraordinary opportunities as well
as challenges. APEC’s vision needs to reflect
these changes. While trade liberalization is
at the core of APEC agenda, Leaders also
agree that the Bogor Goals need to be placed
within the context of an updated and ex-
panded vision that addresses trade and in-
vestment liberalization and facilitation and
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economic and technical cooperation in an in-
tegrated manner to maximize the benefits for
all economies in the region. One of the great-
est challenges to materialize such a vision is
to intensify the collective and individual ac-
tions that economies take at domestic and
international levels on reforms and capacity
building across a range of areas.

The strategic goals of the Finance Min-
isters’ Process should also be reflected in a
broader vision for APEC, given the impor-
tant role of sound macroeconomic policies,
good economic governance, stable financial
systems and greater economic interaction
have in improving prosperity for the region.

II. Clarifying the Roadmap to Bogor
Broadening and updating the OAA

Leaders applaud the work done this year
on the Osaka Action Agenda (OAA), and rec-
ognize its importance in reflecting APEC’s
accomplishments and ability to respond to
changes in our regional and global situation.
Leaders agree that the OAA should be broad-
ened to reflect fundamental changes in the
global economy since Osaka, such as the de-
velopment of new economy including
through the implementation of relevant as-
pects of e-APEC Strategy, and Strengthening
the Functioning of Markets. Leaders direct
Ministers to follow this up. Officials should
present an interim report at the 2002 Meet-
ing of Ministers Responsible for Trade
(MRT) and a full report at the 2002 APEC
Ministerial Meeting (AMM) on their rec-
ommendations with regard to broadening the
OAA.
Adopting a pathfinder approach in advanc-
ing some APEC initiatives

Leaders reaffirm that those economies
ready to initiate and implement a cooperative
arrangement may proceed to do so, con-
sistent with the Bogor Declaration. Leaders
encourage the development of such ‘‘path-
finder initiatives’ and agree that in adopting
such an approach, APEC principles of volun-
tarism, comprehensiveness, consensus-based
decision-making, flexibility, transparency,
open regionalism and differentiated time-
tables for developed and developing econo-
mies should be observed. Use of ‘pathfinder
initiatives’ based on a group of members pi-
loting the implementation of the initiatives,

will invigorate progress towards the Bogor
Goals and provide a framework to encourage
broader participation through enhanced ca-
pacity building programmes. Leaders also
agree that these initiatives should be trans-
parent and open, with clearly defined objec-
tives and framework for implementation to
encourage the broadest participation by
other APEC members when they are ready
to join.

Promoting the adoption of appropriate trade
policies for the New Economy

Leaders recognize the importance of
adopting appropriate trade policies to reflect
the new context and encourage the develop-
ment of the New Economy. As part of this
effort, Leaders instruct officials to undertake
by mid-2002 an exchange of appropriate
trade policy information, such as information
on the status of liberalization of services, and
adherence to tariff and intellectual property
regimes. On this basis, economies may de-
velop targets by the Ministerial Meeting in
2002. In this exercise, account should be
taken of the implementation of relevant rec-
ommendations endorsed in the e-APEC
Strategy. Given the diversity among member
economies, Leaders agree that the develop-
ment of the New Economy would also in-
volve developing and implementing concrete
capacity building programs to improve per-
formance.

Follow up on the Trade Facilitation Prin-
ciples

Leaders instruct Ministers to identify, by
Ministerial Meeting in 2002, concrete actions
and measures to implement the APEC Trade
Facilitation Principles by 2006 in close part-
nership with the private sector. The objective
is to realize a significant reduction in the
transaction costs by endeavoring to reduce
them by 5 percent across the APEC region
over the next 5 years. Leaders also instruct
Ministers to explore the possibility of setting
objective criteria on trade facilitation, taking
fully into account the diversity among the
members as well as progress achieved in re-
spective economies so far. Leaders also agree
that assistance programmes to help build the
capacity of developing economies in trade fa-
cilitation is particularly important.
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Adoption of transparency principles
Leaders recognize the importance of

transparency in economic governance. In this
regard, APEC has developed, menus of op-
tions and principles in different areas that
contain transparency provisions. Leaders di-
rect Ministers to pursue the implementation
of APEC’s agreed transparency principles,
taking into account economies’ specific cir-
cumstances and report on the progress in
their IAPs in 2002 and thereafter. Leaders
also underline the importance of well-tar-
geted assistance to help the developing
economies make progress towards greater
openness and transparency. Leaders note the
importance of cooperation on e-government
for achieving this objective.

III. Strengthening the Implementation
Mechanism
Strengthening the IAP Peer Review Process

Leaders welcome the decision by Min-
isters to strengthen the Individual Action
Plan (IAP) peer review process, and encour-
age member economies to volunteer their
IAPs for peer review on the basis of the new
approach. Leaders also agree that upon com-
pletion of such a review cycle, involving all
volunteer economies, a mid-term stocktake
of the overall progress towards the Bogor
Goals should be undertaken in 2005.
Strengthening Ecotech and capacity building
efforts

Leaders recognize that in addition to pro-
moting sustainable development and nar-
rowing disparity, Ecotech helps to enable all
member economies to achieve prosperity
through activities that both directly support
trade and investment liberalization and facili-
tation and strengthen the competitiveness of
our economies. Leaders applaud the efforts
undertaken this year to update the OAA Part
II and call for greater integration of Ecotech
efforts with all APEC priority goals. Leaders
underscore the need to give a strong impetus
to ensuring the effective implementation of
various Ecotech initiatives, especially cross-
cutting issues such as human capacity build-
ing.

Leaders recognize the importance of sub-
stantially enhancing the profile of Ecotech
and improving the coordination and manage-
ment of Ecotech activities of all fora. In this

context, Leaders welcome the review to be
undertaken on the mandate and role of the
SOM Subcommittee for Ecotech (ESC), and
look forward to early progress. Leaders also
recognize the need to encourage the incorpo-
ration of the priorities of micro, small and
medium enterprises throughout the APEC
agenda.

Leaders agree to further develop Ecotech
Action Plans (EAPs), as an instrument to
gauge and encourage Ecotech activities,
drawing from the experience and lessons
learned in the pilot phase. Leaders also call
on all members to take part in this exercise
on a voluntary basis. Leaders agree that
APEC should strengthen ties with bilateral,
multilateral, and private funding entities with
a view to minimizing duplication and maxi-
mizing the delivery of capacity building pro-
grams. Leaders instruct Ministers and offi-
cials to intensify Ecotech activities and report
the progress to the Ministerial Meetings next
year.

NOTE: The joint statement was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary but was not
issued as a White House press release. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this joint statement.

Joint Statement on Counterterrorism
by the President of the United States
and the President of Russia,
Shanghai

October 21, 2001

The President of the United States and the
President of Russia categorically reject and
resolutely condemn terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations, regardless of motive. The
Presidents stress that the barbaric act of ter-
rorism committed in the United States on
September 11, 2001 represent a crime
against all humanity.

The Presidents note that terrorism threat-
ens not only the security of the United States
and Russia, but also that of the entire inter-
national community, as well as international
peace and security. They believe that ter-
rorism poses a direct threat to the rule of
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law and to human rights and democratic val-
ues. It has no foundation in any religion, na-
tional or cultural traditions, and it only uses
them as a cover for its criminal goals.

The Presidents agree that every effort be
undertaken to bring the perpetrators to jus-
tice, while protecting the rights and welfare
of civilians. They stress that the fight against
terrorism requires the unity of the entire
international community to counter new
challenges and threats on the basis of inter-
national law and the full use of the United
Nations and other international organiza-
tions.

The Presidents call for all states to join
a sustained global coalition to defeat inter-
national terrorism. Nations must make use
of diplomatic, political, law enforcement, fi-
nancial, intelligence, and military means to
root out terrorists and their sponsors and
bring them to justice.

The Presidents emphasize that the current
situation in Afghanistan is a direct con-
sequence of the policies pursued by the
Taliban, which turned that country into an
international center of terrorism and extre-
mism. They reaffirm that the United States
and Russia are ready to cooperate closely
with the United Nations to promote a post-
conflict settlement in Afghanistan that would
provide for the formation of a representative,
broad-based government capable of ensuring
the restoration of a peaceful Afghanistan that
maintains good relations with countries of
the region and beyond it.

The leaders of the two countries view U.S.-
Russian cooperation as a critical element in
the global effort against terrorism. They reaf-
firm their personal commitment and that of
their two countries to fight this deadly chal-
lenge through active cooperation and coordi-
nation, both bilaterally and within the frame-
work of international institutions.

The Presidents note with satisfaction the
fruitful cooperation between the United
States and Russia in the United Nations and
the UN Security Council, in the NATO-
Russia Permanent Joint Council, and in the
G–8. They also instruct their governments to
reinforce bilateral cooperation throughout
the U.S.-Russia Working Group on coun-
tering terrorist and other threats emanating
from Afghanistan.

The Presidents agree that the financial,
communications, and logistics networks of
terrorist organizations must be destroyed.
They call upon all nations without exception
to take measures to block access of terrorist
organizations to financial resources, to en-
hance law enforcement tools to combat ter-
rorism, and to strengthen procedures to stop
the transit of terrorists and their material
within and between countries. They stress
the importance of speedy ratification and im-
plementation of existing international
counterterrorism conventions.

The two Presidents are resolved to ad-
vance cooperation in combating new terrorist
threats: nuclear, chemical and biological, as
well as those in cyberspace. They agreed to
enhance bilateral and multilateral action to
stem the export and proliferation of nuclear,
chemical and biological materials, related
technologies, and delivery systems as a crit-
ical component of the battle to defeat inter-
national terrorism.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

The President’s News Conference
With President Vladimir Putin of
Russia in Shanghai
October 21, 2001

President Putin. Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen. We will briefly inform you
about the meeting and talks with the U.S.
President.

In our assessment, in Russian assessment,
the meeting was really productive and useful,
as well as during our previous negotiations
at Ljubljana and Genoa. It was a forthright
and trustful talk.

Today, Russian-U.S. cooperation develops
smoothly, and we take full note of the global
changes that took place in the world, and we
consistently strengthen the foundation of our
new relations. In this century, our strategic
priority is a long-term cooperation and part-
nership, a partnership which is based upon
common values of one civilization, the part-
nership which works for our common goals
of development and progress. And precisely
in this direction we intend to move.
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November this year, our full-fledged nego-
tiations with the United States are to take
place. And we will discuss U.S.-Russia rela-
tions in detail and the most significant issues
of the world’s policies. And the relevant in-
structions to prepare this meeting were given
to our experts and agencies.

The consequences of the tragic events of
September 11th—political, economic, psy-
chological consequences—today are acutely
felt in many countries and in all the con-
tinents. I think nobody has doubts the un-
precedented carnage of the terrorists re-
quires our united efforts, unification of the
efforts of international community to fight
terrorism. And we prepared and we issued
a joint statement in this regard.

We analyzed in detail the developments
of the Russia-U.S. dialog on strategic stability
issue. As you remember, during Genoa meet-
ing, there was an agreement to reach about
joint work on strategic offensive and defen-
sive weapons, which are interrelated. And in
our assessment, we made progress here.

First of all, it relates to START issue. We
reaffirmed our mutual intention to reduce
strategic offensive weapons. And now our
task is to develop parameters of such reduc-
tions and to design a reliable and verifiable
method to reduce nuclear arsenals of Russia
and United States.

As for the ABM-related issues, we also
made some progress—at least, I believe we
do have understanding that we can reach
agreements, taking into account national in-
terests of Russia, United States, and taking
into account the necessity to strengthen
international stability in this very important
area.

During the meeting, we exchanged opin-
ions on the most pressing regional issues:
Iraq, Middle East, the Balkans. We intend
to discuss relations of Russian Federation
with NATO. We attach special importance
to deepening business relations between
Russia and the United States.

We agreed in Ljubljana and Genoa to pay
increased attention to that, and this agree-
ment works. Russia-American trade, eco-
nomic, and investment links have been con-
siderably broadened. Over the last months,
U.S. Secretary of Trade Minister Evans came
to Moscow twice, and we received Paul

O’Neill and Robert Zoellick in Moscow. And
we felt a clear signal from the U.S. President,
and all our partners displayed a sincere de-
sire to develop our relations.

Business in Russia with the United States
is moving forward, and not only U.S. and
Russian companies—big companies—par-
ticipate in it but also small and medium en-
terprises. We agreed to work on concrete
measures in economic interaction. We will
discuss it with more details in November in
Texas.

Thank you for your attention.
President Bush. My administration seeks

a new relationship with Russia based on co-
operation and mutual interests, instead of
confrontation and mutual vulnerability. We
must truly and finally move beyond the cold
war. Today, after my third meeting with
Vladimir Putin in 5 months and after the
events of the last 5 weeks, we can report
progress toward that goal—positive progress.

Within hours after September the 11th at-
tacks, President Putin called. He extended
his sympathy, and he extended his support.
He did something more. He knew that the
American military was moving to high alert
status. To simplify our situation, to show soli-
darity, he ordered Russia’s military to stop
a set of exercises that were getting underway.
America, and I in particular, will remember
this act of friendship in a time of need.

Today, the world is building a broad inter-
national coalition against terrorism, and Rus-
sia is taking a full and responsible role in
the coalition. Russia is sharing valuable intel-
ligence on terrorist organizations, providing
overflight clearance for humanitarian mis-
sions, and helping out diplomatically.

It is clear that President Putin understands
the magnitude of the terrorist threat. It is
clear there’s a lot the United States and Rus-
sia can do together to defeat terrorism. The
challenges and goals we share provide an op-
portunity to rethink and renew a broader re-
lationship.

Both our nations are working to prevent
proliferation and to reduce the threat from
cold war weapon stockpiles throughout the
former Soviet Union. We also see progress
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in our efforts to build a new strategic frame-
work. Today we discussed significantly low-
ering offensive nuclear weapon arsenals with-
in a framework that includes limited de-
fenses, defenses that are able to protect both
our lands from political blackmail, from po-
tential terrorist attack. Both our nations must
be able to defend ourselves against the new
threats of the 21st century, including long-
range ballistic missiles. The events of Sep-
tember the 11th make it clearer than ever
that a cold war ABM treaty that prevents us
from defending our people is outdated and,
I believe, dangerous.

Economic cooperation and progress will
be an important part of our new relationship.
With the right incentives and a firm commit-
ment to rule of law, there is no question in
my mind a new class of entrepreneurs can
grow and flourish in Russia. And there’s no
question in my mind that American busi-
nesses and American investment can foster
that trend. Both President Putin and I are
anxious to see this happen.

And our new relationship is one of candor.
I emphasized to Vladimir Putin that the war
on terror is not and cannot be a war on mi-
norities. It’s important to distinguish be-
tween those who pursue legitimate political
aspirations, and terrorists.

We’re also looking at ways we can work
together in the development of a free media
in Russia. We had a good and serious ex-
change. Both of us see great opportunity.
Both of us see positive good that has come
out of the evil of September the 11th. Both
of us are willing to work hard to seize the
moment, to make sure we foster a new and
unique and constructive relationship be-
tween our two great lands.

I’ll be glad to answer some questions. Mr.
Fournier [Ron Fournier, Associated Press],
I take it you’re the first one.

International Support Against Terrorism/
ABM Treaty

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Sir, your
communique did not mention the war in Af-
ghanistan, and several leaders at this meeting
have urged America to end the conflict
quickly. What do you intend to do to cure
this queasiness about your military initiative?

And to President Putin, do you agree with
President Bush that the ABM, post-Sep-
tember 11th, is dangerous to the world? And
if so, are you more open to modifying it or
scrapping it?

President Bush. I think I listened to prob-
ably 3 or 4 hours of discussions about our
campaign against terrorism. And there was
a very strong support for our activities, strong
support for sharing intelligence, strong sup-
port for the diplomatic front we’re waging,
strong support to disrupt the financial oper-
ations of the terrorists, and strong support
for our military operations in Afghanistan.

The people who came to this conference
came because they wanted to show the world
that they were not afraid of terrorists. They
weren’t going to let terrorists disrupt an im-
portant meeting. They also came to stand
with solidarity with the United States. And
I’m most appreciative of the support we re-
ceived. It was strong; it was steady; and it’s
real. And the people of the United States
need to know that we’re not conducting these
operations alone. We’ve got universal sup-
port around the world.

President Putin. I would like to tell a cou-
ple of words about the first question. First
of all, I fully agree with the position of Presi-
dent Bush, and I believe that his action was
measured and adequate to the threat that the
United States was confronted with.

It’s first. Second, and it is very important
for everybody to know, if we started fighting
terrorism, it should be completed, because
otherwise, terrorists might have an impres-
sion that they are not vulnerable. And in that
case, their actions would be more dangerous,
more insolent, and would result in worse con-
sequences.

As for the ABM Treaty of 1972, our posi-
tion is well known, and I can reproduce it
once again. We believe it is an important ele-
ment of stability in the world. But we agree,
and I said it several times, that we should
think about future. We should look into the
future, and we should react adequately to
possibly threats in future. And we are pre-
pared to discuss that with our American part-
ners, of course, in case—if certain param-
eters for this discussion is provided to us.
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Russia-U.S. Relations
Q. I have a question to the American

President. Recently you talked much that
U.S.-Russia relations gained a new strategic
nature. And you even called Vladimir Putin
your friend. Could you give specific examples
of the changes in political, military, and espe-
cially economic sphere?

President Bush. Well, I think the first
sign of our new relationship is that he knows
I don’t view Russia as an enemy, that we’re
not a threat to Russia. And I know that he’s
not going to threaten the United States.
That’s a different attitude from the old days.

The old days, we used to distrust each
other. The old days, the discussions were not
very frank and candid. They were probably
bureaucratic in nature. And we have a very
frank and open relationship because we’re
not a threat. As a matter of fact, we’re looking
for ways to form alliances and to find com-
mon ground. We actively seek ways to fight
terrorism.

Vladimir Putin was the first person to call.
That’s what a friend does, calls in a time of
need, and he called. It’s clear to me that he
understands that we’re developing a new re-
lationship. After all, in the old days, had an
American President put their troops on alert,
Russia would have responded. And then
America would have upped the ante, and
then Russia would have upped the ante, and
we would have had two issues on our hands:
one, a terrorist attack on America, plus a mili-
tary standoff.

Instead, his first reaction was to stand
down so as not to create any confusion, any
doubt, so that the United States could stay
focused on the terrorist attack. To me, that
signals a brand new attitude, a different point
of view, someone who doesn’t fear America
but someone who wants to find ways to work
with America. And so it’s an attitude change,
for starters.

Secondly, I look forward to working with
him on a new strategic framework. I also look
forward to working with him on ways to en-
courage the flow of capital from the United
States into Russia. Russia is a land of vast
natural resources. It’s also a land of a dif-
ferent kind of resource, and that’s brain-
power. Russia has got a lot of entrepreneurial
talent. And I’m confident that the United

States and our entrepreneurs and Russian
entrepreneurs will find ways to work to-
gether. So we’ve got a lot in common.

But the thing that really bound us together
most right now is our common desire to fight
terrorism. And he understands what I under-
stand, that the new wars of the 21st century
will be fought fighting evildoers, people that
have no country, people that may try to take
a country, parasites that may try to leech onto
a host country. But that’s the true threat and
the true threat for both our Governments.
And we’ll work together to fight terrorism.
And he is an active participant in the coali-
tion, and I’m grateful for his support and ad-
vice.

Holland [Steve Holland, Reuters], I pre-
sume it’s you, since you’re about to stand up.

ABM Treaty/Nuclear Arms Reductions
Q. Yes, thank you very much, sir. Did you

tell Mr. Putin that you would begin the proc-
ess of withdrawing from the ABM Treaty by
the end of the year? And did you give him
a figure on missile cuts?

President Bush. Let’s see—no, to the sec-
ond. Let me be a little more expansive. I
told Mr. Putin that we are in the process
of analyzing our nuclear arsenal and that I
intended to fulfill a campaign process, which
was that we were going to reduce our nuclear
arsenal to a level that would help maintain
the peace, on the one hand—on the other
hand, that would also represent the realities
of the 21st century.

Secondly, I reiterated exactly what I told
Vladimir in Slovenia—that I felt like the
ABM Treaty was outmoded and outdated,
and it was time for us to see if we couldn’t
work together to move beyond the ABM
Treaty.

Q. [Inaudible].
President Bush. Well, we’ve got work to

do between now and Crawford, and I look
forward to continuing to work with him. Let
me just rephrase that—now and Washington/
Crawford.

But he knows my feelings about the ABM
Treaty, and so does America—actually, the
world now, I think, fully understands it. It
was a treaty written when our nations hated
each other. We no longer hate each other.
As a matter of fact, we’re finding ways to
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cooperate. It’s also a treaty that prevents
peace-loving nations from developing sys-
tems necessary to hold terrorists who might
acquire weapons of mass destruction to be
delivered by ballistic missiles—won’t be able
to hold them accountable.

And we’re in a new war, a new environ-
ment. And it seems wise to me to react to
that environment in a positive way. We’ll
continue working with each other and see
if we can’t find common ground on the ABM
Treaty.

Russia-U.S. Cooperation
Q. I have question to both Presidents. It

attracts our attention that you are building
a good understanding on key problems. Can
you say with certainty that your teams will
act in the same spirit?

President Bush. [Laughter] That’s a very
interesting question, isn’t it—a man who un-
derstands bureaucracy. Well, I can assure
you that the Secretary of State understands
my point of view and is working hard with
his counterpart to achieve the common
ground we seek. We have sent—as Vladimir
mentioned, we sent our Secretary of Treas-
ury and Secretary of Commerce and our
Trade Representative to Russia to talk about
ways to cooperate, talk about ways to en-
hance the flow of capital from the United
States into Russia.

And so the answer to your question is, ab-
solutely, that we will—that this attitude will
be shared throughout our Government. And
it’s a very good question you ask, because
sometimes the intended top doesn’t nec-
essarily get translated throughout the levels
of Government. I’m confident, though, in
this case, that it will happen. It’s too impor-
tant a relationship to allow bureaucratic in-
transigence to delay what I believe is going
to be one of the more interesting relation-
ships as we head into the 21st century.

I think it’s necessary that United States
and Russia cooperate. I think it’s going to
make the world more peaceful. I think it will
lend a lot of stability in Europe, as well, when
we find ways to cooperate.

President Putin. President Bush told a lot
of warm words about myself in public, and
I’m grateful to him for that. And I feel his
attitude outside formal events, and I hope

that he has the same feeling when he talks
to me.

By the way, it does not prevent us from
protecting our viewpoints and from having
our viewpoints, defending the national inter-
ests of our countries. In particular, with re-
gard to the ABM, we continue our discus-
sion. You can see that.

I agree with many positions that President
Bush puts forward, and one cannot but agree
with them. In such complex issue like the
ABM Treaty, we have common approach on
the basis of which we can discuss it and pro-
pose solutions. But it would be difficult for
me to agree that some terrorists will be able
to capture intercontinental missiles and will
be able to use them. So we always have dis-
cussions, but our good relations does not im-
pede this process.

Speaking about teams, of course, there is
always a bureaucratic threat. But I would like
to draw attention to the fact that, if we talk
about teams, it’s a group of like-minded men
that we choose ourselves. And if a team, a
so-called team does something different from
what we recognize as the right way of devel-
oping our relations, I wouldn’t like to have
such people around us.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
7:40 p.m. at the Portman Ritz-Carlton Hotel.
President Putin spoke in Russian, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Executive Order 13232—Further
Amendment to Executive Order
10789, As Amended, To Authorize
the Department of Health and
Human Services To Exercise Certain
Contracting Authority in Connection
With National Defense Functions
October 20, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including 50
U.S.C. 1431–35, and in order to authorize
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices to exercise certain contracting authority
in connection with national defense func-
tions, it is hereby ordered that Executive
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Order 10789 of November 14, 1958, as
amended, is further amended by inserting
the words ‘‘Department of Health and
Human Services’’ in the list of departments
and agencies in section 21 of that order after
the words ‘‘Department of Commerce.’’

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 20, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:17 a.m., October 23, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on October 22, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 24.

Proclamation 7488—National
Character Counts Week, 2001
October 22, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation was built on a foundation of

sound moral principles. The heroes of Amer-
ican history responded to threats to their
freedom by choosing to fight for these time-
less principles, assuming duties that super-
seded their self-interest. The character of
America’s founders was exemplified in their
willingness to risk death in resisting tyranny
and securing liberty and independence.
From the frozen soil of Valley Forge to the
beaches of Normandy and the deserts of the
Persian Gulf region, American soldiers have
answered the call of patriotic duty at great
personal cost.

Our Nation’s character continues to define
how we respond to those who threaten
America’s core principles of liberty, justice,
and equality. We saw that character when,
in the face of the terrible terrorist attacks
of September 11, American firefighters, po-
lice officers, and airline passengers sacrificed
their lives to save others. We saw it when
people across our land donated blood for the
victims. And we see it as the children of
America donate dollars to help suffering Af-
ghan children. These acts reveal that endur-

ing patriotism and faith are part of the fabric
of America.

How our military is responding to these
despicable attacks is also indicative of our na-
tional character. We are waging a war against
terrorists who have hijacked their own peace-
ful religion in an attempt to justify their evil
deeds. As we strike military targets, however,
we also are dropping food, medicine, and
supplies to relieve the suffering among the
victims of the Taliban regime.

The manner in which we face these and
other challenges in this war will continue to
influence our country for generations to
come. In fulfilling our mission with both
compassion and courage, we show our chil-
dren what putting American values into ac-
tion means. Similarly, parents should teach
their children by word and deed to under-
stand and live out the moral values that we
hold, such as honesty, accepting responsi-
bility for our actions, and loving our neigh-
bors as ourselves.

Places of worship, faith-based organiza-
tions, and other community groups also play
an important role in helping to shape young
hearts and minds. Government should cul-
tivate a climate that supports families and or-
ganizations that seek to instill sound moral
principles in their children. My Administra-
tion’s Faith-Based and Community Initiative
proposes a program that will ensure that
faith-based and community caregivers are
welcomed as partners in these efforts. In ad-
dition, my budget triples the funds available
for character education in public schools. I
have also proposed to extend Federal after-
school funding to programs run by faith-
based and community-based organizations.

During this week, we should reflect on the
national character we inherited from our
forefathers and on the obliga tion we now
have to stand for morality and virtue in the
face of evil and terror. Since September 11,
our Nation has shown that we are prepared
to respond to the evildoers who have at-
tacked the principles for which we stand. Our
national character shall guide us as we wage
this war, and in that we know that evil will
not triumph.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
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the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 21
through October 27, 2001, as National Char-
acter Counts Week. I call upon the people
of the United States to commemorate this
week with appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of October,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:37 a.m., October 29, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 23, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
October 30.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Transfer of
Funds in Response to Terrorist
Attacks of September 11
October 22, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In accordance with provisions of Public

Law 107–38, the Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act for Recovery from and
Response to Terrorist Attacks on the United
States, FY 2001, today I have authorized
transfers from the Emergency Response
Fund totaling $1.7 billion for emergency re-
covery and response and national security ac-
tivities listed in the enclosed letter from the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget. As provided in Public Law 107–38,
$1.6 billion of these funds will be made avail-
able to agencies 15 days from the date of
this transmittal and $71.4 million will be
made available to the Department of De-
fense immediately.

These funds are in addition to the $7.2
billion that I previously authorized for trans-
fer and will allow our Government to con-
tinue to address the consequences—both at
home and abroad—arising from the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001.

On October 17th, I asked the Congress
to provide $20 billion in emergency funding
for both defense and domestic needs related
to the September attacks. I urge the Con-
gress to enact these crucial resources without
delay. The details of these actions are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.
I concur with his comments and observa-
tions.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on October 23. The Office
of the Press Secretary also made available the text
of Office of Management and Budget Director
Mitch Daniels’ letter. An original was not available
for verification of the content of this letter.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters
October 23, 2001

The President. It’s been my honor to brief
key Members of the Senate and the House
on our trip to the Far East. It was a very
successful trip, in that we were able to have
an honest dialog about the need to fight ter-
ror.

And the 21 nations—20 other nations rep-
resented there agreed with our country, and
they appreciate our determination to fight
and win the war against terror. They under-
stand that an attack on America could have
been an attack on them. And the cooperation
was very strong and very evident, and I am
most grateful.

And I am most grateful for the opportunity
to share with the Members of the House and
the Senate this essential—and I want to, first,
thank Chairman Biden and Chairman Hyde
and the other Members here for standing sol-
idly with the administration to formulate and
conduct a foreign policy that’s in the best
interest of our country.

It is oftentimes said that when it comes
to foreign policy, partisanship stops, and
that’s exactly what has happened here at this
table. I’ve had a lot of discussions with both
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Chairmen up to now, and I will continue hav-
ing discussions with the leaders of the House
and the Senate, because whether you’re Re-
publican or Democrat, we all want to win
this war.

I’d be glad to answer a couple of questions.

Anthrax at the White House Complex
Q. Sir, is the White House under attack

now—the latest anthrax case?
The President. Well, there is no question

that evildoers are continuing to try to harm
America and Americans. Today, at a remote
facility, we detected some anthrax. And just
like at the Congress, our Government is re-
sponding very quickly.

We’re working hard to find out who is
doing this and bring them to justice. We’re
also working to develop measures necessary
to protect American citizens and postal work-
ers. All of us around this table grieve when
we hear the fact that a citizen has lost a life.
Two postal workers passed away, and our
hearts are with their families. Our prayers
are with their loved ones. And the evil ones
continue.

Q. Is there any way, sir, that whatever con-
taminated that machine, whether it be a let-
ter or a package, got into the West Wing?
Or has all mail been cut off to prevent that
from happening?

The President. Ron [Ron Fournier, Asso-
ciated Press], we’re making sure that the
West Wing, the White House is safe. Let me
put it this way: I’m confident, when I come
to work tomorrow, that I’ll be safe.

U.S. Response to Anthrax
Q. Mr. President, have you or the Vice

President been tested for anthrax? And what
is your sense of this latest development, sir?
For the most part, these attacks have been
aimed at prominent people and prominent
places. Is it your sense that the real purpose
here is to sow fear and confusion in the
American public?

The President. First of all, I don’t have
anthrax. It’s hard for Americans to imagine
how evil the people are who are doing this.
We’re having to adjust our thinking. We’re
a kind nation. We’re a compassionate nation.
We’re a nation of strong values, and we value
life. And we’re learning people in this world

want to terrorize our country by trying to take
life.

They won’t succeed. This country is too
strong to allow terrorists to affect the lives
of our citizens. I understand people are con-
cerned, and they should be. But they need
to know our Government is doing everything
we possibly can to protect the lives of our
citizens—everything. We’re waging an ag-
gressive campaign overseas to bring Al Qaida
to justice.

Today I’ve—in working with the Post-
master General—got our OMB to allocate
$175 million for immediate relief, immediate
safety at post offices around the country. This
is what he requested; he thinks this is what
is necessary to assure the post office employ-
ees that they will be as safe as possible. And
we’re going to spend that money.

Our health care workers are working
around the clock to help people in need, and
I will tell you that I think not only are they
doing a good job; I think they probably saved
a lot of lives by their quick action. And I’m
proud of how quickly and how hard they’re
working.

The object of terrorism is to try to force
us to change our way of life, is to force us
to retreat, is to force us to be what we’re
not. And that’s—they’re going to fail. They’re
simply going to fail. I want to assure my fel-
low Americans that our determination—I say
‘‘our;’’ I’m talking about Republicans and
Democrats here in Washington—has never
been stronger to succeed in bringing terror-
ists to justice, protecting our homeland, be-
cause what we do today will affect our chil-
dren and grandchildren. This is our calling.
This is the time for us to act in a bold way,
and we are doing just that.

Situation in the Middle East
Q. Mr. President, are you now operating

on the assumption that the September 11th
attacks and the anthrax attacks, anthrax let-
ters, are linked? And if I may shift gears for
a second and ask about your meeting with
Foreign Minister Peres. Would an Israeli fail-
ure to withdraw from the Palestinian areas
make it harder to keep Arab states in the
international antiterrorism——

The President. Well, I told Shimon Peres
that, first of all, our country and the people
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of our country are saddened by the fact that
a Cabinet Minister was assassinated. It’s just
unacceptable behavior. I also told him that
we continue to call upon Chairman Arafat
to do everything he can to bring the killer
to justice. It’s very important that he arrest
the person who did this, or those who did
this act, and continue to arrest those who
would disrupt and harm Israeli citizens. He
must—he must show the resolve necessary
to bring peace to the region.

And finally, I did express our concern
about troops in Palestinian territory, and I
would hope the Israelis would move their
troops as quickly as possible.

Q. Did you get any satisfaction?
The President. Well, he’s a very thought-

ful man. He’s a friend, a friend of America’s,
and I listened very carefully.

Your first question was?

Linkage of Terrorist Acts
Q. The link between September 11th

and——
The President. Well, we don’t have any

hard evidence. But there’s no question that
anybody who would mail anthrax with the
attempt to harm American citizens is a ter-
rorist. And there’s no question that Al Qaida
is a terrorist organization. So it wouldn’t put
it past me that there—you know, it wouldn’t
surprise me that they’re involved with it. But
I have no direct evidence.

I do know that this country is strong
enough to endure, to endure the evil ones.
And we’re making great progress on the
ground in Afghanistan, and we’ll bring the
Al Qaida to justice, and we’ll—we’re doing
everything we can to find out who mailed
these letters.

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News].

President’s Health
Q. Mr. President, have you been tested

for anthrax?
The President. I don’t have anthrax.
Q. So you’ve been tested, sir?
The President. I don’t have it.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:48 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres of Israel and Chairman Yasser

Arafat of the Palestinian Authority. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Statement on Northern Ireland

October 23, 2001

I warmly welcome the announcement by
the Chairman of the Independent Inter-
national Commission on Decommissioning,
General John de Chastelain, that a significant
act of decommissioning has been carried out
by the IRA and verified by the Commission.
This is an historic step by the IRA. The peo-
ple of Northern Ireland are now measurably
closer to the lasting peace which they richly
deserve.

I hope all paramilitary groups in Northern
Ireland will build on today’s events, striving
to achieve the total disarmament called for
by the Good Friday agreement. I know I
speak for all Americans when I express my
heartfelt appreciation to General de
Chastelain for his continuing efforts in sup-
port of the peace process. This act of decom-
missioning will, I hope, lead to the full func-
tioning of the political institutions of the
Good Friday agreement. All leaders should
be prepared to intensify their efforts to re-
solve remaining outstanding issues.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the
Railroad Retirement Board

October 23, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
I transmit herewith the Annual Report of

the Railroad Retirement Board for Fiscal
Year 2000, pursuant to the provisions of sec-
tion 7(b)(6) of the Railroad Retirement Act
and section 12(1) of the Railroad Unemploy-
ment Insurance Act.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 23, 2001.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 12:54 Oct 30, 2001 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00024 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P43OCT4.026 pfrm04 PsN: P43OCT4



1541Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Oct. 24

Remarks to Employees of the Dixie
Printing and Packaging Corporation
in Glen Burnie, Maryland
October 24, 2001

Thank you all very much. Please be seated.
Newth, thank you very much. And Ray and
Susan Blavatt, thank you for being here, as
well. I’m glad my SBA Director is here; Hec-
tor Barreto is in charge of the Small Business
Association. And Hector, thank you for com-
ing. I want to thank the employees of Dixie
Printing and my fellow Americans.

Some might ask why, in the midst of war,
I would come to Dixie Printing. They say,
‘‘Here you are conducting a campaign against
terrorists, and you take time to come to a
small business.’’ And the answer is, because
we fight in the war on two fronts. We fight
a war at home, and part of the war we fight
is to make sure that our economy continues
to grow.

When the terrorists struck our homeland,
they thought we would fold. They thought
our economy would crater. That’s what they
wanted. But they don’t understand America.
They don’t understand the entrepreneurial
spirit of our country. They don’t understand
the spirit of the working men and women
of America. They don’t understand that
small-business owners all across our country
are saying, ‘‘We’re not going to allow you to
terrorize us.’’ We’re going to make sure
our—[applause].

I am here to report that we’re doing well
on both fronts. Overseas, our diplomatic ef-
forts are strong. Nations all across the globe
have bound with the United States to send
a clear message that we’ll fight terrorism
wherever it may exist.

Recently I was in China. I had an inter-
esting meeting, as you can imagine, with the
President of Russia, the head of China, Mex-
ico, Chile—were all represented. And to a
leader, from all kinds of nations, some Mus-
lim, some not, the people said, ‘‘We stand
with America. We stand with America in our
noble goal of finding the evildoers and bring-
ing them to justice.’’

As you know, I have asked our military to
take an active role in the campaign. I set out
a doctrine to America that said the following:
Not only will we hold terrorists accountable

for their activities, we will also hold those
accountable, those nations accountable that
harbor them, that hide them, that try to feed
them. And that’s exactly what we’re doing
in Afghanistan.

I gave the Afghan Government, the
Taliban Government, plenty of time to re-
spond to the demands of the United States.
I said, ‘‘You must hand over the Al Qaida
leadership which hides in your country.’’ I
said, ‘‘You must free those who you illegally
detain in your country.’’ And I said, ‘‘You
must destroy the camps that have been used
to train the terrorists.’’ And they had time
to respond, and they didn’t respond posi-
tively, and therefore, they’re paying a price.

Our military is conducting a campaign to
bring the terrorists to justice, not to harm
the Afghan people. While we are holding the
Taliban Government accountable, we’re also
feeding Afghan people. You need to be proud
of the United States military. It’s doing its
job. It is slowly but surely encircling the ter-
rorists so that we’ll bring them to justice.
We’re patient. We’re firm. We have got a
strategy that is going to work. And make no
mistake about it, justice will be done.

But there is another front in this war, and
the front is here at home. It’s something that,
obviously, we’re not used to in America.
We’ve had oceans which have protected us
over our history. Except for Pearl Harbor,
we’ve never really been hit before. And yet,
on September 11th, this great land came
under attack. And it’s still under attack as
we speak. Anybody who puts poison in mail
is a terrorist. Anybody who tries to affect the
lives of our good citizens is evil.

I’m oftentimes asked by our friends in the
press, do I know if there’s a direct connection
between what took place on September the
11th and what’s happening today. I have no
direct evidence, but there are some links.
Both series of actions are motivated by evil
and hate. Both series of actions are meant
to disrupt Americans’ way of life. Both series
of actions are an attack on our homeland.
And both series of actions will not stand.

It’s important for the American people to
know our Government is doing everything
we can on both fronts of this war. On the
homefront, we’ve got an Office of Homeland
Security, the job of which is to organize and
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coordinate our functions of Government in
such a way as to disrupt and find those who
would harm our citizens. We’ve got thou-
sands of FBI agents scouring the informa-
tion, asking questions, following up leads, all
aimed to raise the risk of someone who would
harm our citizens.

And as well, we’ve responded to every inci-
dent that has occurred. Our Nation has re-
sponded with bravery and courage. I’m
proud of our health officials who responded
so quickly to the incidents that took place.
And unfortunately, we lost life, and our pray-
ers are with anybody who lose life in Amer-
ica. But I firmly believe their quick actions
saved many lives, as well.

We’re learning about terror and evil, and
our country is responding forcefully. The
American people have got remarkable spirit
and remarkable resolve. We are strong; we
are united; and we are determined to prevail.

One of the effects of the attacks has been
on our economy. Make no mistake about it:
September 11th affected economic growth,
and our Government must respond in an ef-
fective way. And so I’m here to talk about
an important part of the homefront security,
and that is our economy.

First of all, the bases for economic growth
are very strong. The entrepreneurial spirit is
really strong in America. We’re the haven for
small business opportunity in our country. I
mean, more jobs are created through small-
business owners and the entrepreneurs of
America than they are through large cor-
porate America. And so as we think through
how to encourage economic growth, we’ve
got to always keep in mind the small business
and the medium-sized businesses of Amer-
ica.

Secondly, our tax structure has been im-
proved. In other words, we’re giving people
more of their own money back. And that’s
an important part of economic growth. We
just finished distributing about 40 billion in
rebate checks. Maybe some of you have re-
ceived a 600 or $300 check. That’s part of
encouraging growth. And by the way, those
tax cuts that have just begun will continue
next year and the year after that, as well.

And we’ve acted confidently and quickly
to spend money necessary to help the coun-
try recover from the attacks. We spent money

on helping rebuild New York City and the
Pentagon. We have spent money to stabilize
our airline industry, which was the industry
most directly affected by the attacks of Sep-
tember the 11th. We’ve spent money to take
care of workers who have lost jobs, and that’s
necessary, and that’s important.

And we’ve taken enough money—spend-
ing money to make sure we defend our coun-
try and accomplish our mission overseas.
That spending has amounted to about $60
billion above and beyond our budget. That
money will help with job creation and will
help our economy grow. It’s necessary to
spend that kind of money in a time of emer-
gency, and we’re in times of emergency.

But I strongly believe it’s time to balance
this amount of spending with additional tax
relief. My judgment, we’ve provided a lot of
money in the short run, and in order to en-
courage and stimulate our economy, we
ought to offset that money with additional
tax relief, and I want to describe some of
what that means.

First, we need to accelerate the tax relief
that is already going to happen. In other
words, instead of waiting for next year’s tax
relief to happen, let’s put it into this year,
to bolster consumer spending. We want you
to have more money to spend, particularly
as we head into the Christmas season. We
want our consumers feeling confident.

One way to feel confident is for the people
to know there’s a strong homeland security
initiative and strategy, that our country is
doing everything we can to succeed. And
there’s nothing like boosting confidence than
a little extra money in the pocket, too.

I also believe we ought to have rebates
for low- and moderate-income workers, peo-
ple who might have filed an income tax re-
turn but didn’t get any rebate last time.
Those good folks have been particularly
hard-hit as a result of September the 11th.
And that ought to be a part of our consumer
confidence package.

And then there’s the business side, and I
want you to know that we’ve thought very
carefully about how to stimulate economic
vitality and growth. And it’s a package that
will help small-business America. It’s a pack-
age that will do two things: One, encourage
more investment, immediate investment in
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plant and equipment, and therefore, one that
will help small businesses not only retain
their workforce, but, hopefully, expand their
workforces.

And, therefore, we need to reform the cor-
porate income tax to get rid of the alternative
minimum tax, which so severely affects small
businesses like Dixie. As well, we need to
allow businesses to deduct more of the cost
of new investments immediately. We need
to say to the Dixie Printings of America, ‘‘If
you invest in equipment now, you’re re-
warded for that investment.’’ To me, that
makes common sense. It’s a good way to
make sure that we enhance the employment
opportunities of America.

The terrorists wanted our economy to stop.
It hasn’t. They wanted to diminish the spirit
of America. It didn’t. They thought the Gov-
ernment wouldn’t be able to react. The Gov-
ernment is going to react with an economic
stimulus package that is good for workers.
The House is getting ready to vote on that
package. I urge them to pass it, and then
I urge the Senate to act quickly to make sure
that the American people understand that at
this part of our homeland defense, our coun-
try and the Congress is united.

You know, I said early on that through my
tears I see opportunity. And I believe my
faith teaches that out of evil can come good,
and there’s been a lot of good that has come
out of this terrible situation. By the way,
there’s a spirit of cooperation in Washington
that is very positive. We’ve got Republicans
and Democrats talking to each other.
[Laughter] That’s good. It’s very important
during this time in our history that we in
Washington, DC, show that we can work to-
gether.

I don’t know if you know this or not, but
I’m now having a weekly breakfast with the
leaders of the House and the Senate, both
Republicans and Democrats. And I can re-
port that there is no party that has got a lock
on patriotism. The Democrats, just like Re-
publicans, want to win this war. And we’re
talking about how to best solve the problems
with which we’re confronted.

But there’s also a lot of other good, too.
We’ve got moms and dads reassessing values,

recognizing there are things that are so pre-
cious in life, like their children and their mar-
riage and their family and their church and
their synagogue and their mosque. Values are
strong in America. Those who struck our
country didn’t realize—didn’t realize, be-
cause they’re so evil and so dark and so nega-
tive, they couldn’t realize that there’s going
to be such good that comes out of what took
place in America.

We’re resolved. We are strong. We’re de-
termined. We’re patient. And this Nation is
going to do whatever it takes. You see, my
attitude is, is that how the Dixie Printings
behave and how the workers behave here
and how the citizens of Maryland behave are
incredibly important. How you respond to
these attacks are incredibly important, not
only to help win the war today but to set
the example for future generations of Ameri-
cans.

It’s important that we win today, place that
flag of freedom squarely in the world, be-
cause this is the first battle of the 21st cen-
tury, and it’s a battle we must win—we have
no choice—for our children and our grand-
children. And it means that the country is
going to have to do what it takes.

And I’m here to report, we are. We are
going to do it.

So I want to thank you for giving me a
chance to drop in to say hello. I am so hon-
ored to be the President of this great Nation,
and I mean, great. What a fabulous land we
have. And the reason why is because we’ve
got such fabulous citizens.

Thank you for letting me come by. God
bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:42 p.m. on the
factory floor of the Dixie Printing & Packaging
Corporation. In his remarks, he referred to A.
Newth Morris, president, and Raymond J. Bedell,
general manager, Dixie Printing & Packaging Cor-
poration; Susan Blavatt, president and owner,
ASC Corp.; President Vladimir Putin of Russia;
President Jiang Zemin of China; President Vicente
Fox of Mexico; and President Ricardo Lagos of
Chile.
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Statement on Congressional Action
on Counterterrorism Legislation
October 24, 2001

I am pleased Congress has reached an
agreement on counterterrorism legislation
that will give our law enforcement officials
the tools and resources necessary to disrupt,
weaken, and defeat terrorists. I look forward
to signing this strong bipartisan plan into law
so that we can combat terrorism and prevent
future attacks.

Proclamation 7490—United Nations
Day, 2001
October 24, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On June 26, 1945, representatives from 50

countries signed the charter creating the
United Nations (U.N.), which inaugurated a
new era of unprecedented international co-
operation. The world had then just emerged
victorious against the threat of global tyranny,
and these representatives resolved to pre-
serve peace through international coopera-
tion and collective security. Officially coming
into existence on October 24, 1945, the U.N.
became the central organization charged
with carrying out this mission. Since then,
it has worked to maintain world peace and
security, to develop friendly relations among
nations, to cooperate in solving international
problems, and to promote respect for human
rights.

Today, 189 countries belong to the United
Nations. The organization’s mission remains
as urgent as ever, particularly as our world
confronts new challenges in the 21st century.
The recent terrorist attacks on the United
States not only threatened Americans, they
also threatened civilized people everywhere
who believe in freedom and peace. These
tragic events remind us all of the vitally im-

portant unified efforts necessary to building
international security and to guaranteeing a
more peaceful world for us and for our chil-
dren.

Americans are a generous and compas-
sionate people, willing to do all we can to
help alleviate poverty and suffering around
the world. These efforts include close coop-
erative ventures with the United Nations or-
ganizations through its many humanitarian
programs. As our country observes United
Nations Day, 2001, we pause to reflect on
the noble history of the U.N. and to praise
its many contributions toward providing a
better quality of life for people around the
globe. We also celebrate the U.N.’s commit-
ment to promoting human rights, protecting
the environment, fighting disease, fostering
development, and reducing poverty. By re-
affirming our desire to advance these goals,
America looks forward to continued progress
in addressing the challenges that face hu-
manity and to achieving a brighter future for
the world.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 2001,
as United Nations Day. I call upon the peo-
ple of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of October,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:38 a.m., October 29, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 30.
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Proclamation 7489—National Red
Ribbon Week for a Drug-Free
America, 2001
October 24, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Drug and alcohol abuse in America annu-

ally create staggering societal costs and pre-
vent millions of people from reaching their
full potential at school, on the job, and in
their communities. The Department of
Health and Human Services estimates that
approximately 14 million Americans use ille-
gal drugs and 17 million Americans are alco-
holics or abusers of alcohol. To improve the
well-being of our Nation and to protect our
people, we must continue to make the pre-
vention and treatment of drug and alcohol
abuse a national priority.

The rate of abuse of drugs and alcohol by
our Nation’s youth is cause for alarm. Cur-
rently, 3 million young people between the
ages of 14 and 17 have an alcohol problem,
and more than half of America’s school-age
children have tried illegal drugs by the time
they have finished high school. Research in-
dicates that youth who avoid the early use
of alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana are less
likely to engage in other harmful behaviors
such as crime, delinquency, and other illegal
drug use. That is why we must clearly com-
municate to America’s youth that drug and
alcohol abuse is dangerous and harmful to
both their health and their future.

Through the efforts of families, law en-
forcement officers, healthcare professionals,
teachers, and dedicated community activists,
we have made progress in the ongoing war
against substance abuse. To continue this
progress, my Administration is implementing
a comprehensive, results-oriented strategy
for reducing illegal drug use in America. We
will work cooperatively with other nations to
help eradicate illegal drugs at their source.
We will increase border security to stop the
flow of these drugs into America. And we
will provide Federal support to local law en-
forcement agencies in combating drug traf-
ficking networks.

The most effective way, however, to re-
duce the cycle of youth drug addiction and
the crime it causes is to reduce demand. This
effort begins at home; and it depends upon
the active participation of families, schools,
and community organizations in education
and outreach programs that clearly commu-
nicate to children the dangers inherent in
drug and alcohol abuse.

On the occasion of ‘‘National Red Ribbon
Week for a Drug- Free America,’’ Laura and
I are pleased to serve as Honorary Chair-
persons of the 2001 National Red Ribbon
Campaign. We join all Americans in saying
that we will no longer tolerate the destructive
impact that drug and alcohol abuse have had
on our homes, schools, workplaces, and high-
ways. With strong resolve and creative lead-
ership, we can protect our communities from
the preventable dangers of substance abuse
and restore dignity and character to millions
of men, women, and children who are ad-
dicted to drugs and alcohol.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the period begin-
ning October 23 through October 31, 2001,
as National Red Ribbon Week for a Drug-
Free America. I encourage citizens to sup-
port activities that raise awareness and en-
courage prevention of substance abuse. I also
call upon every American to wear a red rib-
bon throughout the week in recognition of
their commitment to a healthy, drug-free
lifestyle and our commitment to a drug-free
America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of October,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:38 a.m., October 29, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 30.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
October 16, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated solution of
the Cyprus question covering the period Au-
gust 1 through September 30, 2001. The pre-
vious submission covered June 1 through July
31, 2001.

The United Nations continued in its ef-
forts to sustain the proximity talks that start-
ed in December 1999. The United States re-
mains committed to the United Nations ef-
fort to find a just and lasting settlement to
the Cyprus problem.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on Oc-
tober 25.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Intention To Reach an
Arrangement With the United
Nations Regarding Reciprocal Debt
Forgiveness
October 24, 2001

Dear lllll :
Pursuant to section 913 of the Admiral

James W. Nance and Meg Donovan Foreign
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years
2000 and 2001 (as contained in Public Law
106-113), and amended by Public Law 107-
46, and, in accordance with the procedures
applicable to reprogramming notifications
under section 634A of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2394-1), I am noti-
fying you of my intention to exercise my au-
thority under section 913. The United States
will reach an arrangement with the United
Nations regarding the reciprocal debt for-
giveness contemplated by the legislation.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Joseph
R. Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, and Ted Stevens,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations. This letter
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 25. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Protocol to the
Morocco-United States Treaty on the
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy
October 24, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,

pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the ≥Act≥), the text of
a proposed Protocol Amending the Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Kingdom of Morocco
Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear En-
ergy signed at Washington on May 30, 1980.
I am also pleased to transmit my written ap-
proval, authorization, and determination con-
cerning the Protocol, and an unclassified Nu-
clear Proliferation Assessment Statement
(NPAS) concerning the Protocol. (In accord-
ance with section 123 of the Act, as amended
by title XII of the Foreign Affairs Reform
and Restructuring Act of 1998 (Public Law
105-277), a classified Annex to the NPAS,
prepared by the Secretary of State in con-
sultation with the Director of Central Intel-
ligence, summarizing relevant classified
informa-tion, will be submitted to the Con-
gress separately.) The joint memorandum
submitted to me by the Secretary of State
and the Secretary of Energy and a letter from
the Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission stating the views of the Com-
mission are also enclosed.

I am informed that the proposed Protocol
has been negotiated to be in accordance with
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the Act and other applicable law, to meet
all statutory requirements, and to advance
the nonproliferation and other foreign policy
interests of the United States.

The Protocol amends the Agreement for
Cooperation Between the Government of
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Kingdom of Morocco Con-
cerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy in
two respects:

1. It extends the Agreement, which ex-
pired by its terms on May 16, 2001, for an
additional period of 20 years, with a provision
for automatic extensions thereafter in incre-
ments of 5 years each unless either Party
gives timely notice to terminate the Agree-
ment; and

2. It updates certain provisions of the
Agreement relating to the physical protection
of nuclear material subject to the Agreement.

As amended by the proposed Protocol, I
am informed that the Agreement will con-
tinue to meet all requirements of U.S. law.

Morocco is in the early stages of devel-
oping a nuclear research program, with sup-
port from the United States and the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The
United States firm, General Atomics, is cur-
rently building the country’s first reactor, a
small (2 megawatt) TRIGA Mark II research
reactor that will use low-enriched uranium
fuel. General Atomics’ completion of the
project cannot occur without an Agreement
for Cooperation in force.

Morocco is a party to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT) and has an agreement with the IAEA
for the application of full-scope safeguards
to its nuclear program. Morocco is a signa-
tory to (but has not yet ratified) the Conven-
tion on the Physical Protection of Nuclear
Material, which establishes international
standards of physical protection for the stor-
age and transport of nuclear material.

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested agencies in
reviewing the proposed Protocol and have
determined that its performance will pro-
mote, and will not constitute an unreasonable
risk to, the common defense and security.
Accordingly, I have approved the Protocol
and authorized its execution and urge that
the Congress give it favorable consideration.

This transmission shall constitute a sub-
mittal for purposes of both sections 123 b.
and 123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act. My
Administration is prepared to begin imme-
diately the consultations with the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee and House Inter-
national Relations Committee as provided in
section 123 b. Upon completion of the 30-
day continuous session period provided for
in section 123 b., the 60-day continuous ses-
sion period provided for in section 123 d.
shall commence.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 24, 2001.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 25. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this message.

Remarks at the Thurgood Marshall
Extended Elementary School
October 25, 2001

The President. Thank you all very much.
Americans believe in patriotism. We don’t
believe in prejudice. We’re determined to
fight terror. That’s what we’re going to do.
And we’re equally determined to build ties
of trust and friendship with people all around
the world, particularly with children and peo-
ple in the Islamic world.

As you all know, our Nation is at war right
now. We’re going to defend America and de-
fend the values that we all hold dear. And
our Nation is united in the defense of our
country. We are not at war with Muslims.
We don’t have a beef with Muslims. We want
to be friends with Muslims and Muslim chil-
dren.

We’re fighting evil people. It’s important
for the boys and girls of Thurgood Marshall
to know that we’re fighting evil with good.
And one way to fight evil with good is, you
can help by writing letters to boys and girls
your age. You can let boys and girls know
what you think are important. You can let
boys and girls know what your dreams are,
and ask them about theirs, too.

I want to thank very much the Secretary
of Education for being here with me. He’s
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a fellow Texan who is doing a great job of
running the Education Department. He
helps herald our number one domestic agen-
da item, and that is making sure every boy
and girl in America gets a good education.

And he’s right. We hope Congress gets the
business done and gets us a good education
bill. They’re close; all they’ve got to do is
work a little harder to get us a bill, one that
I can sign. I’m confident they will do so with
a little extra work.

I want to thank very much the principal
of this fine school. Ms. Wilson, thank you
so much for your hospitality. And I want to
thank all the teachers who are here, as well.
It’s really important for all of us to thank our
teachers. And I wish the First Lady were
here with me, because she could thank you,
too. One of the things she’s trying to do is
go around the country reminding people
what a noble profession teaching is, and we
need more people to become teachers. But
thank you all for being such good role models
for your children here.

I want to thank Paul Vance, as well. Gosh,
it seems like I see Paul every other week.
I appreciate your hard work. I want to thank
the boys and girls of this school for letting
me come by to say hello. It’s been my honor
to be able to come to Thurgood Marshall and
to see all the future leaders of the country.
I guess I don’t need to ask; I’m sure all of
you are going to be going to college, aren’t
you?

Students. Yes.
The President. Yes, that’s good. I hope

you read more than you watch TV, too. It’s
really important to be a good reader. But
thanks for letting me come by.

We’re here talking about how we can best
conduct a war against evil. And you can play
a part. You can be an integral part of that
by establishing friendship. And I want to
thank some of the adults who have helped
set up programs that enable boys and girls
all across America to reach out to boys and
girls all across the world.

And one such person is Mary Eisenhower,
who is the chief executive officer of a pro-
gram called People to People. Thank you
very much, Mary, for being here. She had
a relative named Eisenhower, and he and I
share something in common: We’re both

Presidents. And I appreciate you, Mary, for
working here.

And I also want to thank Ed Gragert, as
well, the executive director of iEARN.
iEARN is the umbrella organization that’s
encouraging organizations to help fund and
organize the effort for our schoolchildren to
reach out to children, particularly in the
Muslim world. Thank you for coming, as
well, Ed.

And we’ve got Issa Al-Nashit from the
country of Bahrain. Issa, thank you for com-
ing so much. The reason he is here is that
he represents a country to which you’re send-
ing letters. We were in the fourth grade class,
and we had four letters read by fourth grad-
ers to fourth graders in Bahrain. And it’s part
of our effort to outreach to boys and girls
all across the world. So I want to thank you
for coming, Issa.

I’m looking forward to meeting with the
Crown Prince of Bahrain this afternoon. It
is a perfect opportunity for me to remind
him that, one, we appreciate the alliances
we’re forming around the world with Muslim
nations and non-Muslim nations. And we also
remind him that we’ve all got to work hard
to make sure we establish trust at the most
basic level, and that’s people to people.

And so today I’m here to announce a new
initiative called Friendship Through Edu-
cation. And we’re going to ask schools all
across the country to join with schools in
other countries to spread the message that
we care for each other, that we want to un-
derstand each other better.

I think the best way to attack—to handle
the attacks of September the 11th is to fight
fear with friendship, is to fight fear with
hope, is to remind people all around the
world we have much more in common than
people might think, that we share basic val-
ues—the importance of family and the im-
portance of faith and the importance of
friendship.

And do you know something? Boys and
girls all across America can do that job pretty
darn well. And so I’m asking schools all
across the country to join up. And I want
to thank you for actively recruiting schools.
We’ve got St. Patrick Elementary School in
Arlington, Virginia, is helping. Mott Hall
School in New York City has joined up, as
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has, of course, Thurgood Marshall here in
Washington, DC.

The students here and students all across
our country witnessed a terrible tragedy. It
is a terrible moment in our country, and it’s
got to have affected a lot of our students in
a way where they ask the question, ‘‘Why
would this have happened to America? Why
would somebody do this to our country?’’
And I want to assure the boys and girls, these
attacks didn’t come from a nation or a reli-
gion. These attacks are from some people
who just are so evil it’s hard for me to de-
scribe why. It’s hard for us to comprehend
why somebody would think the way they
think and devalue life they way they devalue
and to harm innocent people the way they
harmed innocent people. It’s just hard for
all of us adults to explain.

But what we can do is, we can find com-
mon ground with others who wonder about
America. We can prove them wrong by act-
ing in a way that’s good. We can show the
world what a great, compassionate, and de-
cent nation America is. I can do that through
diplomacy. I can do that through our actions,
through the alliances we form. But children
all across America can do it, as well—can do
it through letters and e-mails and pictures
and drawings, and reaching out to boys and
girls.

I thought it was really interesting, the let-
ters that I heard today. Every letter said,
‘‘Would you write me back? Would you share
with me your experiences so I can under-
stand you better?’’ And that’s exactly the spir-
it of the program and the initiative we’re an-
nouncing, and it makes a lot of sense.

It is very important for us to combat evil
with understanding. It’s very important for
us reinforce our message in all ways possible
to the people in the Islamic world that we
don’t hold you accountable for what took
place. As a matter of fact, we want to be
friends. The average citizen in America har-
bors no ill will toward you. As a matter of
fact, the average citizen in America would
like to do everything we can to explain what
our country is about, to explain what our fu-
ture is about. And this is a great way to do
this, in my judgment.

And so we’re going to work hard to encour-
age other schools, other principals to sign up,

other boys and girls to write letters. And one
way that people who are interested in partici-
pating can do, they can call up on a Web
site to find out how to participate. And I’d
like to give the address of the Web site: It
is www.friendshipthrougheducation.org; it is
www.friendshipthrougheducation.org. And
that’s a way for other principals and parents
and concerned citizens to participate in this
outreach.

Rod Paige mentioned the fact that we’ve
got a—we’ve asked boys and girls all across
America to contribute a dollar to help feed
and provide medicine for Afghan children
who are suffering. The response has been
great, and I can’t thank the boys and girls
of America enough. That’s one initiative. The
initiative we’re announcing today is a second
initiative, all to send a message about the
goodness and decency of our great country.

I want the boys and girls to know that the
action that we’re taking in our Government
is all aimed to make sure that you can grow
up in a free country. The military action, the
diplomatic action, the intelligence-gathering,
what you read and hear on the TV and news-
papers has got one goal, and that’s to make
sure you can live in freedom in our great
land.

And so thank you for giving me a chance
to come by to thank you for your hard work.
May God bless you all, and may God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. in the
auditorium of the school. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Eugene Pair and Eileen Wilson, prin-
cipals, Thurgood Marshal Extended Elementary
School; Paul L. Vance, superintendent, District
of Columbia Public Schools; and Issa Al-Nashit,
cultural attache, and Crown Prince Shaikh Salman
bin Hamad Al-Khalifa of Bahrain.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on the Proposed
‘‘Secure Transportation for America
Act’’
October 25, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker:
The quickest, most effective way to in-

crease aviation security is to pass H.R. 3150,
the Secure Transportation for America Act.
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Time is of the essence. I urge your support
for H.R. 3150. Making American air travel
as safe and secure as possible is one of our
Nation’s top priorities. Last month, I pro-
posed dramatic changes to our aviation secu-
rity system: full Federal control of airport se-
curity and screening services; major expan-
sion of the Federal Air Marshal program; and
substantial new funding for aircraft security
modifications. H.R. 3150 would accomplish
these important initiatives and improve secu-
rity quickly and effectively.

Both my proposal and H.R. 3150 give the
Federal Government immediate and com-
prehensive control of aviation security. A new
Transportation Security Agency, housed at
the Department of Transportation, will hire
Federal employees to supervise, manage, and
train all passenger and baggage screeners.
The new Security Agency would also estab-
lish and enforce new qualification standards
for screeners, perform background checks on
all screeners and other persons with access
to secure areas at airports, and provide a uni-
formed Federal law enforcement presence at
commercial airports.

Significantly, H.R. 3150 leaves the Federal
Government the flexibility to build the best
workforce to perform the actual screening
function—another key element of my pro-
posal. This model of Federal control plus
flexibility mirrors the well-regarded airline
security systems in place in many European
countries, which involve public/private part-
nerships. Many adopted this model of strong
government oversight over high-quality pri-
vate security companies after finding other
models of airline security to be less effective.

Other legislative proposals would mandate
that all passenger and baggage screeners
must be Federal workers in all cir-
cumstances. Such an inflexible, one-size-fits-
all requirement fails to permit security tai-
lored to the very different circumstances that
exist at airports across the country. I am
pleased that Chairman Young and the co-
sponsors of H.R. 3150 have chosen not to
limit the Administration’s options in choosing
the strongest possible means to protect
Americans who travel by air. Giving the Gov-
ernment the flexibility to use private contrac-
tors will facilitate transition to the new sys-
tem, promote better screening services

through competition, and ensure that secu-
rity managers can move swiftly to discipline
or remove employees who fail to live up to
the rigorous new standards.

The American people deserve a quick and
smooth transition to a better aviation security
system. I urge the House to pass H.R. 3150
as soon as possible; and my Administration
looks forward to continuing to work with the
Congress on any refinements that may be
necessary to ensure that the Nation’s aviation
security needs are addressed in the most ef-
fective manner possible.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Remarks on Signing the USA
PATRIOT ACT of 2001

October 26, 2001

Good morning and welcome to the White
House. Today we take an essential step in
defeating terrorism, while protecting the
constitutional rights of all Americans. With
my signature, this law will give intelligence
and law enforcement officials important new
tools to fight a present danger.

I commend the House and Senate for the
hard work they put into this legislation.
Members of Congress and their staffs spent
long nights and weekends to get this impor-
tant bill to my desk. I appreciate their efforts
and bipartisanship in passing this new law.

I want to thank the Vice President and his
staff for working hard to make sure this law
was passed. I want to thank the Secretary
of State and the Secretary of Treasury for
being here, both of whom lead important
parts of our war against terrorism. I want to
thank Attorney General John Ashcroft for
spending a lot of time on the Hill to make
the case for a balanced piece of legislation.
I want to thank the Director of the FBI and
the Director of the CIA for waging an incred-
ibly important part on the two-front war, one
overseas and a front here at home.

I want to thank Governor Tom Ridge for
his leadership. I want to thank the Members
of Congress who are here on the stage, the
leaders, on this impressive effort: Senator
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Hatch and Senator Leahy and Senator Sar-
banes and Senator Graham and Senator
Reid.

I also want to thank Representative Porter
Goss, LaFalce, Oxley, and Sensenbrenner for
their hard work. And I want to welcome the
men and women of law enforcement who are
here in the White House with us today, as
well.

The changes, effective today, will help
counter a threat like no other our Nation has
ever faced. We’ve seen the enemy and the
murder of thousands of innocent,
unsuspecting people. They recognize no bar-
rier of morality. They have no conscience.
The terrorists cannot be reasoned with. Wit-
ness the recent anthrax attacks through our
Postal Service.

Our country is grateful for the courage the
Postal Service has shown during these dif-
ficult times. We mourn the loss of the lives
of Thomas Morris and Joseph Curseen, post-
al workers who died in the line of duty. And
our prayers go to their loved ones.

I want to assure postal workers that our
Government is testing more than 200 postal
facilities along the entire eastern corridor
that may have been impacted. And we will
move quickly to treat and protect workers
where positive exposures are found.

But one thing is for certain: These terror-
ists must be pursued; they must be defeated;
and they must be brought to justice. And that
is the purpose of this legislation. Since the
11th of September, the men and women of
our intelligence and law enforcement agen-
cies have been relentless in their response
to new and sudden challenges.

We have seen the horrors terrorists can
inflict. We may never know what horrors our
country was spared by the diligent and deter-
mined work of our police forces, the FBI,
ATF agents, Federal marshals, custom offi-
cers, Secret Service, intelligence profes-
sionals, and local law enforcement officials.
Under the most trying conditions, they are
serving this country with excellence and
often with bravery.

They deserve our full support and every
means of help that we can provide. We’re
dealing with terrorists who operate by highly
sophisticated methods and technologies,
some of which were not even available when

our existing laws were written. The bill be-
fore me takes account of the new realities
and dangers posed by modern terrorists. It
will help law enforcement to identify, to dis-
mantle, to disrupt, and to punish terrorists
before they strike.

For example, this legislation gives law en-
forcement officials better tools to put an end
to financial counterfeiting, smuggling, and
money laundering. Secondly, it gives intel-
ligence operations and criminal operations
the chance to operate not on separate tracks
but to share vital information so necessary
to disrupt a terrorist attack before it occurs.

As of today, we’re changing the laws gov-
erning information-sharing. And as impor-
tantly, we’re changing the culture of our var-
ious agencies that fight terrorism. Countering
and investigating terrorist activity is the num-
ber one priority for both law enforcement
and intelligence agencies.

Surveillance of communications is another
essential tool to pursue and stop terrorists.
The existing law was written in the era of
rotary telephones. This new law that I sign
today will allow surveillance of all commu-
nications used by terrorists, including e-
mails, the Internet, and cell phones. As of
today, we’ll be able to better meet the tech-
nological challenges posed by this prolifera-
tion of communications technology.

Investigations are often slowed by limit on
the reach of Federal search warrants. Law
enforcement agencies have to get a new war-
rant for each new district they investigate,
even when they’re after the same suspect.
Under this new law, warrants are valid across
all districts and across all States.

And finally, the new legislation greatly en-
hances the penalties that will fall on terrorists
or anyone who helps them. Current statutes
deal more severely with drug-traffickers than
with terrorists. That changes today. We are
enacting new and harsh penalties for posses-
sion of biological weapons. We’re making it
easier to seize the assets of groups and indi-
viduals involved in terrorism. The Govern-
ment will have wider latitude in deporting
known terrorists and their supporters. The
statute of limitations on terrorist acts will be
lengthened, as will prison sentences for ter-
rorists.
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This bill was carefully drafted and consid-
ered. Led by the Members of Congress on
this stage and those seated in the audience,
it was crafted with skill and care, determina-
tion and a spirit of bipartisanship for which
the entire Nation is grateful. This bill met
with an overwhelming—overwhelming—
agreement in Congress because it upholds
and respects the civil liberties guaranteed by
our Constitution.

This legislation is essential not only to pur-
suing and punishing terrorists but also pre-
venting more atrocities in the hands of the
evil ones. This Government will enforce this
law with all the urgency of a nation at war.
The elected branches of our Government
and both political parties are united in our
resolve to find and stop and punish those who
would do harm to the American people.

It is now my honor to sign into law the
USA PATRIOT ACT of 2001.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:49 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Thomas L. Morris, Jr., and Joseph
P. Curseen, Jr., postal workers at the Brentwood
postal facility in Washington, DC, who died as
a result of anthrax infections contracted from con-
taminated mail processed at the facility. H.R.
3162, Uniting and Strengthening America By Pro-
viding Appropriate Tools Required To Intercept
and Obstruct Terrorism (USA PATRIOT ACT)
Act of 2001, approved October 26, was assigned
Public Law No. 107–56.

Remarks to Business, Trade, and
Agricultural Leaders
October 26, 2001

Thank you for that warm welcome, and
welcome to the White House. I appreciate
you giving us a chance to share with you our
strategy on how we’re going to win the war
against terror.

It starts with assembling a good team, and
I put together a fabulous administration. I
picked a great Vice President in Dick Che-
ney. Some of you may know him. [Laughter]
But I know him a man who gives solid advice,
and he’s got great judgment. And the Na-
tion’s lucky that he left the—left his previous
occupation to serve our country.

I’m also pleased to be joined by three
members of my Cabinet who are all involved

with shepherding through an economic stim-
ulus plan through the United States Con-
gress. Secretary Paul O’Neill is doing a fabu-
lous job. I’ve got great confidence in Paul
and his ability to sell to the American people
and to the United States Congress that which
we’re trying to do to make sure our economy
grows. And I want to thank you, Paul, for
your service, as well.

Bob Zoellick is traveling the world pro-
moting free trade. I’ll talk a little bit about
trade later on. But I want to thank his tireless
efforts. One thing that we’re all hopeful for
is that we start a new round of WTO talks
at Doha, Qatar. And Bob’s working hard to
make that happen. I just have come from
China, as you know, and he proceeded me
there, and they were still talking about the
Zoellick touch. [Laughter]

And I want to thank Spence Abraham, as
well, who’s helping us shepherd a realistic
energy plan through the United States Con-
gress. So thank you all for being here.

We are at the beginning of what I view
as a very long struggle against evil. We’re not
fighting a nation; we’re not fighting a reli-
gion; we’re fighting evil. And we have no
choice but to prevail. We’re fighting people
that hate our values. They can’t stand what
America stands for. And they really don’t like
the fact that we exist. And I want to assure
you all that we will fight this fight on every
front. We will use every resource we have.
And there is no doubt in my time—in my
mind—that in our time, we will prevail.
There’s no doubt.

And we’re fighting this war on a variety
of fronts. We’ve put together a vast coalition
of nations to slowly but surely encircle those
who would terrorize and to send the message
that their actions will not stand. I really ap-
preciate the hard work of the Secretary of
State Powell. He is working endlessly to not
only keep a coalition together but to broaden
it. And it’s working—and it’s working.

We’re fighting them on a financial front.
We’re choking off their money. We’re seizing
their assets. We will be relentless as we pur-
sue their sources of financing. And I want
to thank the Secretary of Treasury for leading
that effort.

We’re sharing intelligence, because in
order to fight a war—the new war of the 21st
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century—we’ve got to know more about the
enemy, where they try to hide, where they
may try to strike next. And so we’ve got great
cooperation with intelligence services from
around the world, as well as great coopera-
tion internally between the CIA and the FBI.

The culture in our agencies have changed.
We are now interested in preventing attack.
We’re now interested in finding those who
may attack America and arrest them before
they do. We’ve had over—nearly 1,000 peo-
ple have been detained in America and ques-
tioned about their motives and their inten-
tions. The FBI is on full alert, and they take
information garnered from around the world
and share that information in a way that will
make Americans proud.

And we’ve also put our military into action.
I’ve got great confidence in the American
military. I’ve also got great confidence in our
strategy, as we uphold this doctrine: It says,
if you harbor a terrorist, you’re a terrorist.
If you harbor anybody who has harmed
America, you’re just as guilty as those who
have harmed our country.

And therefore the Taliban Government,
which we gave ample time to respond to rea-
sonable demands, are now paying the price
for harboring the Al Qaida organization, as
they should. We’re slowly but surely disman-
tling Taliban defenses, Taliban military in-
stallations, the Taliban command and control
structure, all aimed at bringing the Al Qaida
criminals to justice.

It is the first battle in the war of terrorism.
The American people are going to have to
be patient, just like we are. They’re going
to have to be determined, just like our mili-
tary is. And with that patience, and with that
determination, we will eventually smoke
them out of their holes and get them and
bring them to justice. And that’s exactly what
the world demands. And that’s what the
United States will deliver.

It’s hard for some Americans to realize that
this is a two-front war. After all, history has
basically said there would never be two
fronts, one abroad and one in America. But
we now have a second front on this war
against terror here at home. We’ve been
struck, obviously, on September the 11th,
and we’re being struck again. Anytime any-

body puts anthrax in a letter, it’s an act of
terror.

The press often ask me, ‘‘Well, is this the—
is the evil one hiding from us in Afghanistan,
the ones who have done this to America?’’
I said, ‘‘I don’t know.’’ We don’t know yet.
But we do know the evil one who hides thinks
in ways that we can’t possibly think in Amer-
ica—so destructive, such a low regard for
human life. And anybody who puts anthrax,
trying to kill American citizens, shares the
same set of values. Whoever has done it
shares that same value of evil that we saw
on September the 11th. And we’ll find them
and bring them to justice, as well.

But we’ve got a strategy to fight the war
on the homefront. As I mentioned, we’re dis-
rupting, as much as we possibly can, any pos-
sible attack on America. Every day I meet
with the FBI Director and the Attorney Gen-
eral and Tom Ridge, who heads the Office
of Homeland Security, to get a report on the
activities that were taking place. We take
every threat seriously. We respond to every
piece of information we receive.

As I mentioned, we have arrested or de-
tained over 1,000 people here in America,
to determine—to find out what they know.
And if they know something that is helpful,
we will act on it.

And we’ve got a great response mechanism
in place. Today I mourned the lives of two
who—two postal officers who lost their life
in the line of duty. But I can tell the Amer-
ican people that because of the hard work
of many in our public health offices, I believe
we’ve saved a lot of lives, too, by responding
as quickly as we have.

Today, right here in this room, I had the
honor of signing a piece of antiterrorist legis-
lation widely supported by Members of both
parties in both Houses. It’s needed legisla-
tion to help us do the job the American peo-
ple expect, which is to protect the homeland.

This is a two-front war. It’s a two-front war.
And it’s a war we’re going to win on both
fronts. But make no mistake; the best way
to make sure we protect our homeland is to
succeed by bringing the terrorists abroad
who try to strike us to justice.

Now, there’s another front on the war, as
well, and that’s our economy. And there’s no
question the terrorists want to cast a shadow
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of fear on the businesses of America. They
understand how important our businesses are
to our way of life. After all, the entrepre-
neurial spirit is strong in America. It’s part
of our culture. It’s part of a hopeful society.
And the more that can be disrupted, that
spirit of commerce and enterprise, the more
successful they think they will be.

But they’re not going to succeed there, ei-
ther. In all our wars, the productive power
of the economy has been one of our Nation’s
great advantages. And that’s true today. But
it’s clear that our economy has been shocked.
There’s been shockwaves sent throughout all
parts of the Nation’s economic fabric. Obvi-
ously, we took a huge hit at the financial cen-
ter of our country, in New York City. Our
transportation system has been severely dis-
rupted, which has, in turn, affected hotels
and people who work in hotels.

This administration is deeply concerned
about those who have lost jobs, and we know
there are a lot of Americans who hurt. And
we hurt for them. And we’re going to work
with Congress to take the appropriate ac-
tions.

I also know that some in this room have
made a tough economic decision by delaying
any layoffs or have chosen not to lay off work-
ers. And I applaud you for that. And I thank
you for making that decision, on behalf of
the workers in America. I believe it’s the
right thing to do during this national emer-
gency.

But our Government must act wisely, as
well. We must understand that our job is to
help restore confidence in the future of the
country in a way that is wise and sound.
Buildings can be rebuilt, and they will be.
Transportation systems will be invigorated,
and they will be, as well. But the vitality of
our economy depends upon the willingness
of Americans to spend and for Americans to
start new businesses to purchase new equip-
ment and to invest in the future of this coun-
try. And I understand that. And we’re taking
practical steps. And let me share some of
those with you.

We’re supporting American aviation with
money and loans, to make sure the planes
fly. We’re also beefing up security at our air-
ports, to make sure people feel safe in flying.
And we’re working with Congress to get a

long-term law passed that will say to the
American consumer and the American flyer,
this Government is doing everything in our
power to secure the airways on your behalf.

As I mentioned, we’re—we’ve spent
money in a supplemental to rebuild New
York City and the Pentagon. It’s the right
thing to do. We’ve got SBA, the Small Busi-
ness Administration, helping small businesses
in the areas impacted by the attacks from
the evil ones. We’re paying for improved se-
curity at our post offices. We’re just begin-
ning to secure the post offices in a way—
you see, the post office, obviously, was set
up as a way to efficiently deliver mail, not
understanding that someone would dare use
the mail as a weapon against America. And
we’re adjusting quickly to the new realities
that we face.

All this costs money, and we’re spending
it here in Washington. And when the money
we’ve committed is spent, we believe it will
have a positive effect on the economy. But
we must be careful not to overspend. There’s
a lot of good ideas in Washington, and a lot
of them cost a lot of money. And we must
be careful to assess our needs and make sure
we’re cautious about how we spend tax-
payers’ money. We believe the best way to
stimulate and restore confidence to the econ-
omy is not through additional spending, but
through tax relief.

Tax relief arrives quickly. If we can get
a bill out of both the House and the Senate,
it will happen in quick fashion. Unlike spend-
ing programs, we won’t have to wait for plans
to be drafted and contracts to be let. The
tax relief for new investment in the House
stimulus package will go into effect as soon
as the bill is signed, if we can get it out of
the Senate. New lower tax rates for con-
sumers and entrepreneurs will show up in
paychecks on the first day of the next year—
of the new year, if we can get that passed
out of the Senate. The tax rebates for low-
and moderate-income folks would begin to
arrive soon, if we can get it out of the Senate.

Tax relief will put money rapidly into the
hands of consumers. Tax relief will improve
incentives to save and invest and will give
a powerful boost to our national economy.
And tax relief is efficient. When we’ve tried
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in the past to spend our way out of an eco-
nomic slowdown, we have found that the
money has often been spent unwisely.

Tax relief, on the other hand, lets individ-
uals decide for themselves what they need
most. Tax relief lets economic resources flow
to places where they can do the most good
for the country. The House’s tax relief plan
accelerates some income tax reductions al-
ready planned for individuals and entre-
preneurs and small businesses. This will give
people opportunity to make decisions for
themselves. And we’ve learned from experi-
ence that free decisions are usually the best
decisions for our economy as a whole.

And third, and most important, tax relief
will expand productive investment. The
House plan allows businesses to speed up the
expensing of new equipment. And it reforms
the corporate Tax Code, so that companies
do not face higher effective rates as their
profits decline. Together, these two changes
will persuade many companies that time has
come to reinvest in America. And when we
invest in America, we create jobs for Amer-
ican workers.

Tax relief is an essential step. But it’s not
the only step we should take. We need an
energy plan for America. Under the leader-
ship of the Vice President, we drafted a com-
prehensive, commonsense plan for the future
of this country. It passed the House of Rep-
resentatives. It needs a vote in the United
States Senate.

Oh, I understand energy prices are low
right now, thank goodness. But that shouldn’t
lead our Nation to complacency. We need
to be more self-reliant and self-sufficient. It
is in our Nation’s national interest that we
develop more energy supplies at home. It is
in our national interest that we look at safe
nuclear power. It is in our national interest
that we conserve more. It is in our national
interest that we modernize the energy infra-
structure of America. It’s in our national in-
terest to get a bill to my desk, and I urge
the Senate to do so.

And we can restore economic confidence
by expanding trade. More open trade is es-
sential to the growth of our Nation’s econ-
omy. A part of our economic recovery pro-
gram is to give me the ability to negotiate
trade agreements. I need trade promotion

authority to expand opportunity for busi-
nesses large and small, for entrepreneurs in
America. I need trade promotion authority
to expand the job base of this great Nation.

I’m the first President who hadn’t had
trade promotion authority. I need it now. It’s
in our Nation’s best interest that we have it.
And it’s in the best interests of our world
that we trade in freedom.

We have a chance to draw all the people
into the world—in the world into an open
market economy, and that will offer better
living standards and more political freedom
and will enhance human dignity all across our
globe. And it’s our Nation’s interest that that
happen.

Nobody is disqualified from an open world
that trades freely. No one will be disqualified
by religion, no one by nationality. No one
will be disqualified by geography. Our en-
emies fear this world precisely because they
know how attractive modernization is to the
oppressed people around the globe. Our en-
emies fear open societies in which men and
women can think for themselves, can decide
their own destinies, can decently support
their own families, can educate their sons and
their daughters in a modern world. Our en-
emies fear a society which is pluralistic and
open to worship an almighty God.

Our enemies are right to fear open soci-
eties, because those societies leave no room
for bigotry and tyranny. The promise of our
time has no room for the vision of the Taliban
or Al Qaida.

This is a time of promise for America. I’m
incredibly optimistic about this Nation’s fu-
ture, because I understand America and I
understand the people of America. Franklin
Roosevelt warned us 70 years ago that fear
feeds on itself and contributes to the very
problems that first gave it rise. America has
prevailed over fear in a Great Depression
and in a global war, and we will do so again.

The character of our country has not
changed. Oh, the TV sets have changed; the
telephones have changed; the cars have
changed; but not the heart and soul of Amer-
ica. When they struck America, they did not
understand our Nation. They did not under-
stand our resolve. They did not understand
our patience. They did not understand our
will to win.
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I want to thank the Business Council for
coming and for joining this war. All of us
need to understand, it is now time to plant
the flag of freedom firmly in our nation and
around the world, because what we do today
will determine whether or not our children
and our grandchildren can grow up in a life
that we knew. What we do today will deter-
mine how free America is for the future. And
we will not fail.

Thank you all for coming, and God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:43 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

October 22
In the morning, the President returned

from Shanghai, China, to Washington, DC,
crossing the international date line to arrive
in the morning of October 22.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Director of Homeland Security Tom Ridge
concerning ongoing terrorist anthrax mail at-
tacks.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Diane Lenegan Tomb to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment for Public Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ned L. Seigel to be a member of
the Board of the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Peter B. Teets to be Under Sec-
retary of the Air Force.

October 23
In the morning, the President met with

congressional leaders, and later, met with his
National Security Council.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres of Israel and

National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice
concerning peace efforts in the Middle East.

October 24
In the morning, the President met with

his National Security Council. Also in the
morning, he met with the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, and later with Members of Congress
and Director of Homeland Security Tom
Ridge.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Glen Burnie, MD, and later returned to the
White House.

October 25
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Crown Prince
Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz Al Saud of Saudi
Arabia concerning cooperation against ter-
rorism. Later, he met with his National Secu-
rity Council.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Members of Congress and Director of
Homeland Security Tom Ridge. Later, he
met in the Oval Office with Crown Prince
Shaikh Salman bin Hamad Al-Khalifa of Bah-
rain. Also in the afternoon, he met in the
Roosevelt Room with members of the Re-
publican Governors Association.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Jose Maria
Aznar of Spain for a working visit on Novem-
ber 28.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Olusegun
Obasanjo of Nigeria to Washington for a
meeting on November 2.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Darryl N. Johnson to be Ambas-
sador to Thailand.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Antonio Andrade to be a member
of the Advisory Board on Radiation and
Worker Health.

October 26
In the morning, the President had separate

telephone conversations with President
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder of Germany, and Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac of France concerning
the war against terrorism. Also in the morn-
ing, the President met separately with his
National Security Council and with Attorney
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General John Ashcroft, Federal Bureau of
Investigation Director Robert S. Mueller III,
and Director of the Office of Homeland Se-
curity Tom Ridge to discuss the latest devel-
opments in the war against terrorism.

In the afternoon, the President and the
First Lady traveled to Camp David, MD.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lawrence A. Greenfield to be Di-
rector of the Bureau of Justice Statistics of
the Department of Justice.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard M. Russell to be Associate
Director of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Dan Gregrory Blair to be Deputy
Director of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Linda Morrison Combs to be Chief
Financial Officer of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

The President declared a major disaster in
Oklahoma and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in
the area struck by severe storms, flooding,
and tornadoes on October 9-10.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted October 23

Robert M. Beecroft,
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
for the rank of Ambassador during his tenure
of service as Head of Mission, Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE), Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Arden Bement, Jr.,
of Indiana, to be Director of the National
Institute of Standards and Technology, vice
Raymond G. Kammer, resigned.

John Marshall,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Administrator
of the U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment, vice Terrence J. Brown, resigned.

Charles Lester Pritchard,
of Virginia, for the rank of Ambassador dur-
ing his tenure of service as Special Envoy
for Negotiations with the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and United
States Representative to the Korean Penin-
sula Energy Development Organization
(KEDO).

Melvin F. Sembler,
of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Italy.

Submitted October 25

James A. McDevitt,
of Washington, to be U.S. Attorney for the
Eastern District of Washington for the term
of 4 years, vice James Patrick Connelly, re-
signed.

Earl Norfleet Phillips, Jr.,
of North Carolina, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to Barbados, and to serve
concurrently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia,
Antigua and Barbuda, the Commonwealth of
Dominica, Grenada, and Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines.

Johnny Keane Sutton,
of Texas, to be U.S. Attorney for the Western
District of Texas for the term of 4 years, vice
James William Blagg, resigned.

Richard S. Thompson,
of Georgia, to be U.S. Attorney for the
Southern District of Georgia for the term of
4 years, vice Harry Donival Dixon, Jr., re-
signed.
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Withdrawn October 25

Michelle Van Cleave,
of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Defense, vice Brian E. Sheridan, which was
sent to the Senate on September 21, 2001.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released October 21

Fact sheet: The Shanghai Accord: U.S. Lead-
ership in Achieving APEC’s Free Trade
Goals

Fact sheet: APEC’s Leaders’ Statement on
Counterterrorism

Fact sheet: U.S. Accomplishments APEC
Leaders’ Meeting

Fact sheet: U.S. Leads APEC Efforts to
Combat Infectious Disease

Fact sheet: U.S. Supports APEC e-Learning
Initiatives

Fact sheet: U.S. Promotes Biotechnology in
APEC

Released October 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Director of
Homeland Security Tom Ridge, Postmaster
General John E. Potter, National Association
of Letter Carriers President Vince
Sombratto, Mayor Anthony A. Williams of
Washington, DC, Centers for Disease Con-
trol Representative Mitch Cohen, and Dep-
uty Surgeon General Ken Moritsugu on an-
thrax in the District of Columbia

Released October 23

Transcripts of press briefings by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on National
Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice’s appoint-
ment of Ambassador John B. Craig as Special

Assistant to the President and Senior Direc-
tor for Combating Terrorism

Released October 24

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Attor-
ney for the Eastern District of Washington

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Attor-
ney for the Western District of Texas

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Attor-
ney for the Southern District of Georgia

Released October 25

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of a press briefing by Director of
Homeland Security Tom Ridge; Com-
manding General of the U.S. Army Medical
Research and Materiel Command, Maj. Gen.
John Parker; and Deputy Surgeon General
Ken Moritsugu on homeland security

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of Ni-
gerian President Obasanjo

Statement by Press Secretary on the upcom-
ing visit of Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar
of Spain

Fact sheet: Friendship Through Education

Released October 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to the State of Oklahoma

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved October 22

H.J. Res. 69 / Public Law 107–53
Making further continuing appropriations for
the fiscal year 2002, and for other purposes
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Approved October 24

S.J. Res. 19 / Public Law 107–54
Providing for the reappointment of Anne
d’Harnoncourt as citizen regent of the Board
of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution

S.J. Res. 20 / Public Law 107–55
Providing for the appointment of Roger W.
Sant as citizen regent of the Board of Re-
gents of the Smithsonian Institution

Approved October 26

H.R. 3162 / Public Law 107–56
Uniting and Strengthening America by Pro-
viding Appropriate Tools Required To Inter-
cept and Obstruct Terrorism (USA PA-
TRIOT ACT) Act of 2001
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